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A Place of Hope

Eric Motley described Madison Park, the subject of his 
new book, as “a metaphor for community.” The 1996 
Samford graduate recently became the first alumnus to 
speak as part of the annual Tom and Marla Corts 
Distinguished Author Series.

Samford Gives Back

More than 800 students participated in the Samford 
Gives Back day of community engagement and 
service in April. The annual event took student 
volunteers to 40 community partners and work sites.

University Center Upgrade

Samford’s University Center is undergoing a major 
upgrade that will result in new student gathering 
places, an expanded food court and other 
improvements. Samford interior architecture students 
provided design input for the project.
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Samford's School of the Arts 
Department of Theatre and Dance 

presented Children of Eden this spring.
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From the President

Another season of spring commencement ceremonies is over and I find myself writing these thoughts, looking into the rear-view mirror at 
the conclusion of the academic year. Memories are fresh, and one comes immediately to mind. 

Stephan Scott, Pharm.D., Class of 2018, arrived at Samford several years ago as an undergraduate, and I knew him from day one. He 
excelled in his classes, participated in campus life and gave tours for the admissions office. I would frequently interrupt his tours to chat 
with Stephan and the families alongside him. Fast forward: Stephan was fully accepted into McWhorter School of Pharmacy and—no 
surprise—he did well in that program, too. He was elected class president, again—no surprise. On the evening before the commencement 
ceremony for his class, Stephan spoke to his colleagues and the assembled faculty of the pharmacy school. This is what he said:

As many of you know I have a unique perspective on the concept of family. When I was 11, the pastor of my local church and his wife, CB 
and Karen Scott, became my parents when they adopted me into their family. At the age of 12, I was adopted into the family of God by His grace. 
And in 2014, all of us were adopted into this pharmacy family, and into the Samford family. My dad has always told me, ‘Family is everything. 
Everyone else is just a friend or an enemy.’ I truly believe this applies to this group as much as it could to any other. We have all been given a 
wonderful gift, which we should cherish. We have been given the gift of this community of support, encouragement and love as we pursued our 
degree. We have developed many different relationships, and we have each found the groups to which we gravitate. However, I believe we have 
achieved a fellowship unique to our class. Whether that fellowship was found in late night, coffee-fueled study sessions or through singing 
Happy Birthday to one another in our special way. As we enter into a world where most everyone is either a friend or an enemy, I want you all to 
reflect back to this time we’ve had together. The time when we were all in this together. The time when we would help one another selflessly, and 
support each other through good days and the tough days. Use this reflection to impact the setting in which you practice and recreate this 
environment as much as you can. 

To Stephan’s comments, I would add, simply, in one way or another, we’ve all been adopted into a family. I’m still grateful that Samford 
adopted me. Perhaps you are grateful that Samford adopted you, too.

As always, please keep Samford in your prayers.

Andrew Westmoreland
President

A Welcoming Family
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Samford University celebrated several 
historic milestones during 2018 spring 
commencement activities, including the 
largest graduating class in the university’s 
176-year history.

A record 1,240 degrees were awarded, 
although the official total will not be 
available until all grades have been 
submitted and graduates certified, 
according to university officials. That tops 
the 2017 record of 1,165. 

In the seven commencement 
ceremonies, 33 different degree programs 
were recognized, including the first 
graduates in the Doctor of Physical 
Therapy, Master of Athletic Training, 
Master of Science in Respiratory Care and 
Master of Science in Health Informatics 
programs in the College of Health 
Sciences.

Graduating students 
represented 28 states and seven 
other countries: United Kingdom, 
Malaysia, China, France, South 
Korea, Canada and Germany. 

In a unique commencement 
address, art professor emeritus 
Lowell Vann used his talents in 
chalk drawing to inspire graduates 
in the arts and education schools. 
Other commencement speakers 
included students who were 
graduating in health sciences, a 
pastor, a banking executive, an 
attorney and a federal judge. 
Several are Samford alumni.

Mary Katherine Stanley, a 
University Fellow and accounting major 
from Memphis, Tennessee, received the 
President’s Cup, awarded to the graduating 
student with the highest undergraduate 
grade point average (GPA) across all 
Samford colleges and schools. She was one 

of five students to receive prestigious 
honors during commencement 
ceremonies.

Sarah Michelle Duke was 
commissioned as a second lieutenant in 
the U.S. Air Force and received a standing 
ovation from her fellow graduates and the 

audience at the Howard College of Arts 
and Sciences ceremony. 

A record live stream audience 
watched ceremonies in seven countries: 
Korea, Australia, Chile, England, 
Philippines, Germany and the U.S. ◗

SAMFORD REPORT

Samford Celebrates Historic Milestones 

During Spring Commencement by Philip Poole
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Enjoying commencement moments are, clockwise 
from top, some School of Health Professions graduates 
and faculty; education graduate Megan Eberhart; and 
law graduate Kingsley Okpara.  
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SPOTLIGHT

Chew Receives  
Distinguished Teaching Award  by Sean Flynt

Stephen Chew, Samford psychology department chair and internationally recognized 
expert on teaching and learning, has earned the American Psychology Foundation’s (APF) 
Charles L. Brewer Distinguished Teaching of Psychology Award.

The award, recognizing a significant 
career of contributions of a psychologist 
who is an exceptional teacher of 
psychology, will be presented at the annual 
convention of the American Psychological 
Association (APA) in August. The APF is 
the foundation arm of the APA, the leading 
scientific and professional organization 
representing psychology in the United 
States, with more than 115,700 
researchers, educators, clinicians, 
consultants and students as its members.

The Brewer award is the latest honor 
in a career packed with them. Chew 
previously served as a Carnegie Scholar 
and Fellow of the American Psychological 
Association. He has earned Samford’s 
Buchanan Teaching award, the Society for 
the Teaching of Psychology’s Robert S. 
Daniel Teaching Excellence Award and the 
Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement 
of Teaching’s state and U.S. Professor of 

the Year honors.
Chew was an early champion of 

undergraduate research at Samford, and, 
although he has a wish list of personal 
research projects, he has never taken a 
sabbatical at Samford to pursue those. 
Instead, he finds areas of common interest 
with his students, collaborates with them 
and applies cutting-edge research to help 
them learn.

That emphasis on mentoring and 
improving the quality of teaching and 
learning led Chew to present annual 
student convocation programs. Those, in 
turn, broadened to become his acclaimed 
video series on How to Get the Most Out 
of Studying and Cognitive Principles of 
Effective Teaching. The former series has 
been viewed more than a million times and 
is in use at educational institutions 
worldwide. 

As Chew reflected on a long and 

distinguished career, he settled on the 
enjoyment he gets from keeping up with 
his former students. “That’s the greatest 
benefit of teaching,” he said. Some of his 
students, including Amy Fineburg ’94, 
have become his professional colleagues 
and partners in advancing the discipline of 
psychology. In 2017, Chew and Fineburg, 
advanced programs specialist for Jefferson 
County Schools in Alabama, developed a 
public “Psych Friday” program, and offered 
that program again in April at Hoover 
Public Library. 

“He interacts with everyone with 
humility and interest because he truly 
believes he can always learn something 
new,” Fineburg said of Chew. “He brings 
that humility and curiosity to his classroom 
every day, and he is then generous in 
sharing what he learns.”

Sharing what he learns sometimes 
means confronting popular 
misconceptions, myths and misdirection in 
education. Chew has, for example, sought 
a way out of education’s “buzzword 
wasteland,” and challenged fad-driven 
change that doesn’t represent real 
progress in teaching and learning.

Asked for an education progress 
report, Chew responds that there is 
reason for hope. “The field is going in two 
different directions at once,” he said. In 
some areas of education, a “factory 
model” persists, focused on moving 
people through a system with as little 
expense as possible. “Then you’ve got 
people who are really dedicated to 
teaching and really embracing the 
research,” he said. “There’s tremendous 
excitement among teachers who look at 
this research and see how they can apply 
it. We are at a point where we can really 
make a big advance if we can just get 
people moving the same direction.”

“I am optimistic,” Chew concludes. 
“The best teaching is getting better.” ◗

Stephen Chew
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FOREVER SAMFORD

Samford’s Sixth Annual Big Give 
Raises more than $270,000
Samford University’s sixth annual Big Give took place on April 10-11 with a target of 
engaging 600 donors. With participation of alumni, faculty, staff, parents, students 
and friends, the campaign more than doubled its original goal, ending with 1,492 
donors and raising $271,212 for Samford programs.

This year, the Big Give encompassed 
faculty and staff giving along with the senior 
gift campaign. Alumni from reunion years 
voted on projects that felt most meaningful 
to them. The four highlighted projects were 
the Sports Analytics Laboratory, Character 
Development Gives Hope, the Micah 
Fellows and Center for Faith and Health. 
Faculty and staff involved with each project 
encouraged donors from within their 
schools and the communities they work 
with to get involved with the Big Give. This 
resulted in new donors, and alumni and 
friends sharing information about the Big 
Give on their social media platforms.

In addition to the four main projects, 
each school, athletics and the library had 
featured focus areas donors could support. 
The combined effort resulted in a 

significant increase in donors and the 
amount raised. Last year the effort raised a 
little more than $61,000 with the help of 
564 donors. 

“We are grateful to all of our donors 
and to those who took time to spread the 
word about the campaign,” said Karen 
Templeton, director of annual giving. “We 
recruited 134 ‘SAMbassadors’ who shared 
information about the Big Give on social 
media, through email and by making phone 
calls. Their dedication helped us achieve 
not only raising important funds, but also 
increasing our outreach about how special 
Samford is.”

Most notable this year was the 
student involvement, Templeton reported.

“We had a giving station set up in Ben 
Brown and were overwhelmed by the 

number of students lining up to make their 
gifts to the Big Give,” she said. “We had 
177 students donate on April 10 and 11. 
Their dedication is inspiring to all of us on 
campus and beyond. It was fun to share 
the activity on campus with our alumni 
through social media and updates.”

A number of dedicated alumni from 
reunion years served as team leaders and 
reached out to fellow graduates to get 
them involved. The reunion years’ 
campaigns will continue through the end of 
June and the class with the most 
participation will enjoy a complimentary 
tailgating event in November. 

For more information on the Big Give 
and faculty and staff giving, contact Karen 
Templeton at ktemplet@samford.edu or 
205-726-4580. ◗

Students and employees join the Big Give. 
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UPDATE

Arts in Society—An 
interdisciplinary course on music, theatre 
and fine art based in Dublin, Ireland, 
taught by theatre professor Mark Castle. 
“We are learning about the role of the 
arts in Irish culture,” said Castle.

Samford in Spain (Madrid)—
Offers five-week classes in conversation, 
culture, theatre and grammar led by 
language professors Joanna Bradley and 
Lynda Jentsch. This program includes 
weekend travel to other cities. 

Samford in Spain 
(Salamanca)—A four-week 
extension of the Madrid course with 
students continuing study in the city 110 
miles northwest of the capital.

Samford in France—A French 
language study course led by professor 
Mary McCullough at the Université 
Grenoble Alpes in Grenoble. “Students 
will be taking intensive French courses 
four hours per day,” said McCullough.

Arts Perspective: Spain and 
Portugal—This course features visits 
to museums, galleries, architectural 
treasures and musical performances in 
Madrid, Cuenca, Barcelona, Bilbao, 
Lisbon and other cities. Professors Larry 
Thompson (art and design) and Kathryn 
Fouse (music) are leading.

Pharmacy Practice and 
Healthcare in Spain—A two-
week course in Granada led by pharmacy 
professor Michael Thomas. The class 
visited hospitals, community pharmacies, 

research labs and a professional 
association/regulatory agency. 

London Core Texts Course—
This course enlarges the intellectual 
narrative begun in Samford’s two-
semester freshman Core Texts program 
of reading and discussion. Students 
compete for 20 class places. Led by 
professors Jennifer Speights-Binet 
(geography) and Jason Wallace 
(history).

Pharmacy and Healthcare in 
Great Britain—The class visited 
various venues including Fleming Museum 
(where penicillin was discovered), Gordon 
Anatomical Museum, University of 
London School of Pharmacy and others. 
Pharmacy professors John Arnold and 
Kim Benner led.

in 12 Summer Courses 

Samford University students scheduled study at an 
array of international sites during summer 2018. 
Twelve Samford abroad courses are taking students to 
England, Ireland, France, Spain, Portugal, Israel, 
Tanzania, Ecuador, Costa Rica and Panama. The 
courses:

Samford history professor Jason Wallace lectures to 2017 Core 
Texts students at the British Museum in London.

Samford Students 
Study Abroad
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UPDATE

Samford in Israel—Religion 
professor James Strange offers Field 
Methods in Archaeology and 
Archaeology of Early Judaism and 
Christianity. Based in Nazareth, the 
classes are excavating a site previously 
worked by Samford at the village of 
Shikhin.

Service-learning in 
Tanzania—A class aimed at 
exposing social work students to 
international work and human 
development issues in a remote part of 
Tanzania. Will be led by social work 
professor Rachel Hagues. Includes a mini 
safari through the Serengeti.

Nursing Missions in 
Ecuador—This course is an 
opportunity for nursing students to 
examine and experience missions in 
nursing firsthand in Portoviejo, Ecuador. 
The medical/evangelism trip will also 
include an eye clinic, pharmacy and 
community education. Will be led by 
nursing professor Lora Shelton. 

Interdisciplinary 
Connections in Latin 
America—Students are exploring 
Costa Rica and Panama for courses in 
Latin American studies and conservation 
biology. Hiking cloud forests and visiting 
the Panama Canal included. Professors 
Carlos Aleman (history) and Drew 
Hataway (biology) are leading.

Pharmacy students and faculty enjoy sightseeing in Granada, Spain. From left, Patricia Naro, 
Hope May, Kelsey Fitzpatrick, Cody Dukes, Michelle Ball and Michael Thomas

“Summer is a great 
time for our students 
to study abroad and 
we’re pleased to 
offer such a variety 
of opportunities 
through our faculty-
led courses,” 
said Lauren Doss, 
Samford’s director of 
global engagement.

Samford will offer a semester-length program at the CAPA London Center 
in the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea this fall while the Daniel 
House undergoes renovations.

To see more photos of Samford abroad student experiences, please follow  
@samfordabroad on Instagram!

Photo courtesy of Michael Thomas
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UPDATE

When Samford University alumnus Eric Motley was preparing to leave 
for graduate study in Scotland 21 years ago, he recalls being heavy-
hearted and worried about his elderly grandparents, who had raised him 
in the Montgomery, Alabama, community of Madison Park.

But as night fell, his grandmother led 
him outside their home where it “felt like 
the entire community of Madison Park 
assembled in the yard,” said Motley. He 
was assured that the community would 
continue to stand with him and his family.

“Madison Park is a metaphor for 
community,” he said. “Nothing, no matter 
how virtuous, can be accomplished alone; 
therefore, we are saved by love. We are 
saved by community.”

Motley spoke as the eighth annual 
Tom and Marla Corts Distinguished 
Author Series speaker March 1, the first 
alumnus selected to deliver the address. 
The 1996 graduate discussed his recently 
released memoir Madison Park: A Place of 
Hope, sharing the inspirational story of the 
community and his upbringing there.

In 1880, a group of freed slaves set 
out to build a new community near 
Montgomery. Within two years, the group 
worked collectively to purchase May 
Plantation and to form Madison Park, the 
first community established by a group of 
freed slaves in Alabama.

“The founding members of Madison 
Park made a promise to surrender their 
individual ambitions for the good of a 
collective cause. The cause of community,” 
said Motley. “I know the details of this 
story because my grandfather’s 
grandfather, John Westley Motley, was 
one of the founding members.”

The initial promise of community 
stood firm many years later. According to 
Motley, everyone in Madison Park was 
poor but no one knew it because they were 
immeasurably rich in principles, hope and 

collective aspirations.
Motley’s grandfather 

had three distinct desires 
for him: first, that he 
would realize that he was 
designed by a creator; 
second, that he would 
recognize that he was 
part of something larger 
than the Motley 
household, that he was 
part of the Madison Park 
community; and last, 
that he would have the 
opportunity of 
enlightenment through 
education.

Motley reflected on 
three moments in his life 
where the trajectory of 
his story was 
dramatically changed by 
the authenticity of 
community in Madison 
Park. First, his 
grandmother recruited three former 
teachers to help Motley with his reading; 
second, a friend of his grandfather 
supplied gas to transport Motley to a 
summer YMCA program; and third, the 
Madison Park neighbors gathered to put 
his mind at ease before Motley left for 
Scotland.

Motley was a student leader at 
Samford, serving as Student Government 
Association president, and later earned his 
Ph.D. at the University of St. Andrews in 
Scotland. He went on to serve as a special 
assistant in the White House under 

President George W. Bush. Today, he is 
executive vice president of the Aspen 
Institute in Washington, D.C.

At the conclusion of the Corts 
program, Drayton Nabers Jr., director of 
Samford’s Frances Marlin Mann Center for 
Ethics and Leadership, presented Motley 
with the Mann Medal, one of the highest 
levels of distinction awarded by Samford.

The Corts Authors Series is sponsored 
by Samford’s Orlean Beeson School of 
Education. Proceeds from the 2018 
program will benefit the Eric L. Motley 
Scholarship. ◗

Madison Park a Story of Community:  
Eric Motley

Eric Motley

47168_Samford2017-18 SUMMER.indd   8 6/12/18   10:36 AM



samford.edu • 9

UPDATE

Woodfin Describes his ‘Drive to Serve’
at Samford Integration Commemoration
by Philip Poole

A yearlong commemoration of the 50th anniversary of integration at Samford University 
culminated April 9 with public recognition of the 29 African-American graduates who were 
the inaugural recipients of the Audrey Gaston Howard Award. The award recipients were 
honored at the annual Samford Black Alumni Association (SBAA) luncheon.

The commemoration and awards 
were coordinated by Denise Gregory, 
Samford’s assistant provost for diversity 
and intercultural initiatives. Earlier, award 
recipients were recognized at a university-
wide convocation in February. The award 
recognizes Samford’s first full-time 
African-American student, the late Audrey 
Gaston Howard, who enrolled in 
Cumberland School of Law in 1967 and 
graduated in 1970.

Gregory noted the honorees are 
representative of the more than 2,000 
African-American graduates who have 
distinguished themselves through 
exemplary professional achievement and 
civic and community service. Nominations 
were sought from the Samford community 
and the final selections were made by a 
representative committee of faculty, staff 
and alumni.

Birmingham Mayor Randall Woodfin 
was keynote speaker for the April 9 SBAA 
luncheon. Woodfin is a 2007 graduate of 
Samford’s Cumberland School of Law.

Woodfin read excerpts from his law 
school application, titled “Servant 
Leadership.”

In a foreshadowing of his future role, 
Woodfin wrote in 2003, “I find it imperative 
that I aid in reshaping and building a better 
Birmingham from the ground up. I can 
begin this by obtaining my legal education 
at Cumberland School of Law.

“As I study the law at Cumberland, 
focusing my drive to serve, I am certain that 
I will be equipped to change the sense of 
social and economic disparity among the 
constituents of Birmingham.”

Woodfin emphasized Samford’s 
mission to “nurture persons” and that 
serving others is critical to that mission.

“Now that I’m in this position,” he said, 
“my sense of urgency to serve others is 
even stronger.”

Referring to the 29 alumni who were 
being honored, Woodfin said, “Remember 
there is some young person who wants to 
do the same thing but may not know that 
Samford exists. Make sure they have the 
same opportunity that you did.”

Samford President Andrew 
Westmoreland welcomed the 350 
luncheon guests, saying, “Look at this 
room. This is what success looks like at 
Samford and in Birmingham.”

Taylore Miller, a freshman religion 

major from Orlando, Florida, was 
announced as recipient of the Tiffany 
Nicole Conaway Memorial Scholarship by 
the Samford chapter of Delta Sigma Theta.

Isaac Cooper was recognized for his 
four years of service as founding president 
of the SBAA. Cooper is a 2012 business 
graduate and currently is a financial adviser 
in Birmingham. Jewel Littleton-Williams, a 
teacher in the Birmingham City Schools, is 
the new SBAA president. Littleton-Williams 
is a 2005 education graduate.

The SBAA luncheon was the 
culmination of a yearlong commemoration 
that included speakers, lectures, 
recognition at Samford’s homecoming and 
other events. Eric L. Motley, a 1996 
graduate who was Samford’s first African-
American elected Student Government 
Association president, presented the 
annual Corts Distinguished Author Series 
lecture in March. ◗

Mayor Randall Woodfin, left,  
President Andrew Westmoreland

samford.edu • 9
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COMMUNITY

Students by the Hundreds
Help Samford Give Back  by Philip Poole

Samford University’s commitment to serving others and serving the community was 
in strong evidence April 14 as more than 800 students participated in the Samford 
Gives Back day of community engagement and service. The annual event is 
coordinated by Samford’s Frances Marlin Mann Center for Ethics and Leadership and 
involved 40 different community partners and work sites.

“We know that students learn more 
and grow more by getting out into the 
community,” said Allison Nanni, Mann 
Center director of community 
engagement. “It reinforces their 
classroom experience and helps students 
learn things they can’t possibly learn in a 
classroom setting.”

One of the most moving experiences 
of the day involved 14 members of Delta 
Omicron national music honor society, 
who performed for residents of a Hoover 
retirement and skilled care facility. The 
students visited residents, singing and 
playing hymns and performing a 
mini-concert.

Rebekah Sexton, the program 
coordinator who worked with the 
students, was overcome with emotion 
relating the story of one student who was 
playing her violin for a usually 
nonresponsive Alzheimer’s patient. As the 
student played, the patient—who is a 
former violinist—began mimicking her 
fingers with tears streaming down her 
face.

“It sometimes is difficult to watch 
because our residents can’t do the things 
they used to do,” Sexton said. “Music 
touches you in a way that other things 
can’t, and it elicits response and emotions 
when other things don’t.”

Miles away, students helped with 
landscaping and planting for a new 

Helping with Tarrant enviroplex
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enviroplex and outdoor classroom for the 
city of Tarrant. Students planted redwood 
trees and native plants, spread mulch, 
seeded areas and placed landscaping logs 
in what will become an environmental 
learning space for the Tarrant schools and 
community. The project is funded by a 
two-year grant from the Environmental 
Protection Agency.

Anna Fiorucci, sophomore education 
major from Harvest, Alabama, became 
interested in the project after working at 
Tarrant Elementary School. As part of 
the project, she is developing a STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, 
mathematics) curriculum for the Tarrant 
elementary and intermediate schools 
that will include field trips and other 
learning experiences.

At Magic City Woodworks, near 
downtown Birmingham, members of 
Alpha Tau Omega fraternity continued a 
strong partnership with the organization, 
which offers young men valuable job and 
life skills. Magic City Woodworks also 
was the 2018 Step Sing philanthropy.

Members work at the organization’s 
workshop and warehouse throughout the 
year, but for Samford Gives Back they 
worked to set up and host the opening 
and fundraising for Magic City 
Woodworks’ sawmill later that day.

At the Ministry Center at Green 
Springs, the Student Dietetic Association 
(SDA) packed sweet potatoes into bags 
and worked on creating flyers with healthy 
food options for the center to distribute. 
The ministry helps those who have 
diabetes, working with them to choose 
foods that are the healthiest.

“It’s really cool to be able to use our 

major to help out other 
people,” said Jenna Mabry, 
the student coordinator. 
Mabry is a senior nutrition 
and dietetics major from 
Iowa City, Iowa.

Before dispersing to 
work sites, students 
gathered in Samford’s Wright 
Center to hear an inspiring 
message about community 
engagement from Stephen 
Black, founder and CEO of 
Impact America, an award-
winning nonprofit 
organization dedicated to 
empowering college students 
and recent graduates to 
address community needs 
through structured service 
projects.

Black said the day should 
be an “introduction to a 
lifetime commitment to 
justice, a chance for you to 
connect on a human level 
with other people.”

Morgan Johnson, a 
junior journalism and 
Spanish major from 
Atlanta, Georgia, was the 
2018 Samford Gives Back 
day director.

“We want Samford 
Gives Back day to be a 
chance for Samford 
students to get out into the 
community and get 
plugged in,” Johnson said. 
“Hopefully that involvement 
will continue after today.” ◗

Student musicians  
entertain seniors 

Lending Magic City Woodworks a hand

Working at Ministry Center
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Lyle Dorsett
Biography His Favorite          

Divinity professor Lyle Dorsett has written 
or edited more than 20 books during his 
career, and his plan is to add to the list in his 
upcoming retirement. Among his most 
popular have been three books on British 

novelist, poet and Christian apologist C. S. 
Lewis. His book on Lewis’ spouse Joy 
Davidman, entitled And God Came In, was 
published in 1983 and is still in print. The 
movie Shadowlands was based on Dorsett’s 
book. 

“Biography is my favorite genre,” said 
Dorsett. Besides the biography of 
Davidman, he has written biographies of 
evangelists and clergymen Billy Sunday, A. 
W. Tozer, D. L. Moody, E. M. Bounds and a 
spiritual biography of Lewis entitled Seeking 
the Secret Place: The Spiritual Formation of C. 
S. Lewis.

His most recent title is Serving God and 
Country: U.S. Military Chaplains of World 
War II. 

Dorsett has served as the Billy Graham 
Professor of Evangelism at Samford’s 
Beeson Divinity School since 2005. He 
taught courses in evangelism, spiritual 
formation and church history. He also 
served as pastor of Christ the King Anglican 
Church, one of two Anglican churches 
planted by Dorsett and his wife, Mary. The 
other is Church of the Great Shepherd in 
suburban Chicago. They have passed the 
leadership of both churches to others now.

“I have loved teaching at Beeson 
Divinity School,” said Dorsett. “Getting to 

know students in my classes and mentor 
groups has been enriching. Indeed, I have 
learned much from my students over the 
years. I hope I have given them as much as 
they have given me.”

Dorsett said he would miss teaching 
and students, as well as his dean, Timothy 
George, and colleagues on the faculty and 
staff. But he looks forward to spending 
more time with Mary, he says, and to 
having more time to write. ◗

Kathy Flowers
Jane Austen Guru                

Kathy Flowers has taught Communication 
Arts and Cultural Perspectives courses for 
Samford freshmen for 20 years. She began 
as an adjunct professor in 1995 and joined 
the faculty full time in 2002.
 	 “I enjoy teaching students who are 
intellectually curious and motivated to learn, 
even if they are not always the most 
outgoing students in class,” she said this 
spring. “I still find joy in introducing students 
to new ideas in the classroom.”
 	 Flowers served the core curriculum as 

SPECIAL REPORT

Faculty Members
Head to Retirement

by William Nunnelley

Dorsett
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chair of the Communication Arts Textbook 
Committee and as chief editor of 
Communication Arts: A Student’s Guide. In 
addition, she piloted two study abroad 
English courses, Survey and Tea and Tuffets.
 	 Taking students to study at Daniel 
House in 2012 and 2017 were highlights of 
her tenure.
	 "Some of my fondest teaching 
memories are accompanying my students 
on day trips to such places as Jane Austen’s 
House, John Keats House, the Lake District 
and Highgate Cemetery,” she said. 
“Witnessing students experience firsthand 
the places these authors lived, worked and 
gathered inspiration reminds me why I 
signed up for this job. And remembering 
the spur-of-the-moment, out-of-class 
adventures in such places as Oxford, 
Colchester and St. Andrews, Scotland, still 
makes me smile.”
 	 Her personal favorite London memory 
was going with Daniel House neighbor 

Roger Williamson to the unveiling of a rare, 
signed copy of Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein 
valued at 350,000 pounds.
 	 Headed into retirement, Flowers said 
she looked forward to moving to the beach 
near Pensacola, Florida, with her husband. 
What will she do?
 	 “I’m known in the English department 
as the Jane Austen guru, but there are a 
couple of her novels that I haven’t read in a 
while,” she said. “I’ll probably dust those off 
first, and then indulge in some historical 
fiction. I plan to be a beach bum who can't 
resist a good, nerdy book.” ◗

Mike Floyd
Time To Sail		             

Law professor Mike Floyd and his wife 
have wanted to get closer to the water for 
a long time. Now, Floyd’s retirement after 
27 years on the faculty of Samford’s 
Cumberland School of Law has made it 
possible.

“We recently bought a house at the 
western edge of Pensacola, Florida, and we 
very much look forward to settling in 
there,” said Floyd. The house is on 
Innerarity Island in Perdido Bay. Floyd plans 
to keep his 22-foot sailboat docked at a 
nearby marina.

“My six-month plan (for the second 
half of 2018) is to sail my boat, ride my 
bicycle, play the piano and read whatever I 
want to. After that, I may just say ‘rinse and 
repeat,’ or I may adjust the plan to include 
some new interests and opportunities.”

Floyd said “the primary joy of my years 

at Samford has been the privilege of 
exploring ideas that interest me and sharing 
those explorations with students, 
colleagues and other friends.” He said “a 
central ingredient of that has been 
friendships . . . and I hope my good friends 
will stay in touch.”

Probably the most significant changes 
over the last quarter century, “in both our 
society and our law, have been driven by 
the widespread acceptance of electronic 
communication and record keeping,” said 
Floyd. He noted that “we can do many 
things much more quickly now, which 
brings immense benefits.” However, 
“speed squeezes out opportunities for 
reflection and challenges human cognition 
to keep up.”

Floyd recalled a conversation when the 
late Samford president, Tom Corts, 
summarized his vision for Samford as “a 
place of academic excellence, where 
matters of faith are taken seriously.” Floyd 
said he found that “a brilliant model for a 
unique and wonderful place” which was 
“powerfully important and valuable to me 
in both expected and unexpected ways.” ◗

Floyd

SPECIAL REPORT

Flowers
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Jane Hiles
That Lovely Language	          

English professor Jane Hiles says it’s 
conceivable she will be even busier during 
her upcoming retirement. She has travel 
high on her list of planned activities—to 
Peru, China and perennial favorite England, 
where she will continue her John Milton 
and Quaker studies.

“I’ve recently had floor-to-ceiling 
bookcases built into our study,” said Hiles, 
“and I’m looking forward to extended quiet 
time for work on a manuscript investigating 
Milton’s relationship with the Quakers in 
Upper Buckinghamshire in the 1660s.”

Hiles completed 26 years on the 
faculty this spring. She taught Shakespeare, 
Milton, Renaissance Literature and Fantasy 
Literature. She also directed Samford’s 
London Program for five years and taught a 
variety of courses in the London setting.

“I loved directing the London program,” 
she said. “I had a life-changing experience 
visiting Europe for the first time before I 
started to college, and it was a joy to see 

our students experience the same sort of 
expanding horizon as they participated in 
the London program.” 

Hiles has delivered papers at 
Renaissance conferences in the U.S. and 
abroad, including the International Milton 
Symposium, the Conference on John Milton 
and the Durham University Conference on 
the Seventeenth Century.

“I have loved teaching Shakespeare 
and Milton,” she said. “That lovely 
language—what a joy to be able to share it 
and to see students realize how beautiful it 
is! Friends should beware that I’ll 
doubtlessly quote poetry at them when 
they least expect it.”

Hiles has been active in the Quaker 
community, locally and nationally, and 
plans to continue to be so. She also looks 
forward to daily walks or swims, and other 
activities such as tending gardens and 
visiting the Birmingham Museum of Art.

Has she filled those bookshelves yet? 
“Working on it,” she said this spring, 

crossing Wright Center parking lot with her 
rolling suitcase in tow. ◗

Betsy Rogers
Blessed to Teach		         

Former National Teacher of the Year Betsy 
Rogers has seen a world of change during 
her more than 35 years in education. “I 
learn something new every time I visit a 
classroom,” she said this spring as she 
moved toward retirement from Samford. 
“I’ve seen technology alter the role of 
classroom teachers almost beyond all my 
recognition. New technological innovations 

that occur almost daily have created a very 
exciting time to be a classroom teacher.”

Rogers began her teaching odyssey in 
1974 after completing the first of her four 
Samford degrees. She served in public 
education for 28 years, earning three 
graduate degrees along the way. She was 
named the Alabama State Teacher of the 
Year in 2002 and National Teacher of the 
Year in 2003. After the national 
recognition, she was honored at the White 
House by President George W. Bush.

Rogers credited her success to 
Samford. “I am here today because you 
encouraged me to extend my reach,” she 
wrote then-education Dean Ruth Ash after 
being named National Teacher of the Year. 
“You fostered and nurtured leadership 
abilities in me I did not know I had and 
taught me the importance of being a 
teacher-leader.”

In 2010, Rogers joined the faculty at 
Samford, where four generations of her 

SPECIAL REPORT

Rogers

Hiles
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family had attended. She “loved getting to 
know the students,” she said. “I have been 
blessed often when one of our graduates 
shares with me during their first year of 
teaching that this is exactly what they were 
meant to do.”

Rogers said she had been “very blessed 
with an amazing career in K-12 public 
education and then a time teaching at 
Samford.” She said she would miss the 
students and her colleagues, and “the 
changing of the seasons on Samford’s 
beautiful campus.” ◗

Ron and  
Barbara Shinn
The Music Will Continue       

Husband-and-wife piano team Ron and 
Barbara Shinn plan to continue the music 
after they retire from the School of the Arts 
this summer. Ron has been professor of 
piano and music theory since 2007, and 

Barbara has taught 
three-quarters time as 
director of class piano. 
They also direct the 
annual Piano and 
Chamber Music 
Institute, a summer 
program for talented 
high school students 
that will continue.

“I hope we can 
collaborate on and 
possibly record 
additional four-hand 
music for one or two pianos,” Ron said. 
They will continue teaching pre- and 
post-college students with studios at home, 
where they have four grand pianos.

“I have been fortunate to have a 
wonderful studio of piano majors here, 
many of whom have gone on to prestigious 
grad schools and all of whom have played 
beautiful undergraduate and graduate piano 
recitals,” he said. “Several won local and 
regional competitions.”

Ron has presented numerous solo and 
chamber music recitals and he and Barbara 

"You fostered and nurtured leadership 
abilities in me I did not know I had and 

taught me the importance of being a 
teacher-leader."

—Betsy Rogers

Ron and  
Barbara Shinn

have presented regular duet/duo-piano 
recitals. 

Ron said he would miss “talented and 
brilliant colleagues and wonderful 
students.” Barbara added that she also 
would miss working with undergraduate 
students. “Their enthusiasm is electric and 
invigorates me daily,” she said. 

The Shinns cited the move toward 
digital capability as the most significant 
change in their field.

“The piano as an instrument has been 
around since about 1700,” said Ron. “Now, 
we are able to have master piano classes 
with famous faculty at Juilliard School of 
Music or elsewhere, with our local 
instrument, through the internet playing 
their piano in New York City and vice versa, 
with the master class teacher in the other 
city.”

The Shinns also look forward to 
retirement travel, including trips to Boston 
to visit their four-year-old grandson and 
new granddaughter. Their son, Michael, is 
dean of music at Boston Conservatory and 
their daughter, Anne, is a senior grants 
manager at Columbia University’s School of 
Public Health. ◗
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Professor Paul Kuruk of Samford University’s Cumberland School of 
Law has been appointed as the facilitator of the Intergovernmental 
Committee (IGC) of the World Intellectual Property Organization 
(WIPO) headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. 

Established in 1967, WIPO is the global forum for intellectual 
property services, policy, information and cooperation. It is a 
self-funded agency of the United Nations with representatives from 
191 countries that operates with a mission “to lead the development 
of a balanced and effective international intellectual property 
system that enables innovation and creativity for the benefit of all.” 

Kuruk will play a crucial role within the IGC in shaping the 
agenda, clarifying issues, developing consensus and preparing and 
revising the text emerging from a complex process of negotiation.

“The negotiations at the IGC have come about due to the need 
to develop an international instrument to counter the 
misappropriation or unauthorized use of genetic resources and 
traditional knowledge of local communities and indigenous 
peoples,” said Kuruk. “As the facilitator, it is my responsibility to 
work to develop a consensus on all outstanding issues in the work of 
the IGC related to the protection of intellectual property, genetic 
resources and traditional knowledge.”

The assumption underlying these approaches is that the 
information to be disclosed or contained in the databases could be 
used by the relevant stakeholders to demand a sharing of benefits 
derived from the exploitation of genetic resources and traditional 
knowledge related to the information. 

“I am looking forward to working to narrow the gaps in the 
current draft text of the international instrument—which is rather 
lengthy, contains numerous duplications and far too many brackets 
placed around various provisions indicating divergences in the 
positions of the delegates,” said Kuruk.

“Reducing the number of brackets through a determined effort 
at consensus building, merging ideas and themes, eliminating 
duplications, and rearranging the provisions hopefully would result 
in a text that is simpler, provides greater clarity and coherence, and, 
therefore, suitable for adoption as an international treaty.” 

Kuruk was nominated and appointed to the position, which has 
previously been held by professors from Harvard Law School, the 
University of Virginia School of Law and Emory University School of 
Law. He has been involved in meetings of the IGC since 2001, having 
served as a delegate to the meetings and advised the African Group 
of Countries on matters of strategy during the negotiations. He has 
also presented papers and made interventions during seminars 
conducted for delegates to the IGC. 

“Professor Kuruk made a name for himself as a global expert on 
intellectual property rights in traditional knowledge and he has 
played major roles helping negotiate trade arrangements between 
west African states and the European Union,” said Cumberland 
Dean “Corky” Strickland. ◗

PEOPLE

Kuruk Has Leadership Role with
World Intellectual Property Organization 
by Morgan Black

Paul Kuruk

Kuruk said issues that the IGC faces include:

• The nature of the instrument to be adopted, whether it 
should be binding on member states or merely provide 
general guidelines and, therefore, not binding;

• The objectives, scope and subject-matter to be covered 
under the instrument; 

• Whether to provide for an obligation to require 
applicants for intellectual property rights to disclose the 
source or origin of traditional knowledge they have used 
in developing their invention or other creative work;

• Whether to impose sanctions including revocation of 
intellectual property rights if the disclosure obligation is 
not met;

• Whether to require use of databases to complement or 
as an alternative to the disclosure requirement.
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Kuruk Has Leadership Role with
World Intellectual Property Organization 
by Morgan Black

Samford University Associate Professor of Interior Architecture 
Preston Hite, his wife Janelle and their four children will move to 
Taitung, Taiwan, this summer to become part of a ministry called 
Taiwan Sunshine. The organization provides hope and 
encouragement for families with children who have special needs 
through sports, education and community development.

Hite, a registered architect who has 
taught full time at Samford since 2013, will 
become the director of operations for the 
ministry. He will also manage the 
development of a new farm and adventure 
camp in the hills outside Taitung that will 
provide some of the ministry’s training and 
employment opportunities.

“God has placed a clear calling to the 
mission field on Janelle and myself since 
before we were married,” said Preston. They 
have followed that calling in many different 
ways, from trips and projects in Alabama, to 
other parts of the U.S. and to other nations 
around the world, including living for a short 
time in China. 

Hite’s time at Samford has afforded 
meaningful opportunities to explore his 
mission calling. When he interviewed for his 
position, he proposed an idea to expose 
students to mission work through their 
studies. School of the Arts Dean Joseph 
Hopkins embraced the concept, and Hite 
took the lead in developing Design 
Education for World Impact, a senior thesis 
project for interior architecture students.

The program’s first year took students 
to the Ecuadorian Andes, where they 
designed and renovated the main 
multipurpose assembly building of a large 
Ecuadorian church camp. Later, they 
designed and participated in the 
construction of a medical clinic in one of the 

poorest neighborhoods of Kolkata, India, 
and a church renovation and addition in the 
Ecuadorian jungle.

“The travel and on-site portion of the 
thesis project is life changing for the 
students,” said Hite. 

He said he had enjoyed his days of 
teaching at Samford. But now, “Our family is 
very excited about the upcoming move to 
Taiwan and the work God has blessed us 
with. We have felt Him leading us back into 
the international mission field for a long 
time, and we knew that He had given us an 
amazing platform for His work through our 
kids with special needs.” Three of the Hites’ 
four children have special needs.

The Hite family’s planned move date is 
in mid-June. They will team with Uwe and 
MaDonna Maurer, special-needs parents 
who began Taiwan Sunshine, to work with 
local schools, host opportunities for parents 

and equip and encourage local churches to 
offer special-needs programs. They plan to 
continue their involvement with college 
students, generating programs and inviting 
American students to join their work 
through internships, applied skills and 
research.

“Our family will be living in the light of 
the gospel, always seeking to share the love 
of Christ with everyone around us,” said 
Hite. He asks people to “commit to praying 
for us weekly.” ◗

Hites Moving to Taiwan 
to Work with Children's Ministry

The Hites will be funded by partners who support their  
ministry financially. Those interested in donating may go to 
rce-international.org/support-a-missionary/ or send checks  
to RCE International (Taiwan Sunshine’s support agency) at  
P.O. Box 4528, Wheaton, IL 60189. Write Account No. 82901  
on the check memo line.

by William Nunnelley

Preston Hite
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The Samford University community will benefit from major upgrades to the decades-old Beeson 
University Center, thanks to renovations that began May 14 and will continue through the 2018-19 
academic year. The project was approved May 1 by the university’s board of trustees.

When completed, the building will feature new student 
gathering spaces, an expanded food court, a renovated bookstore 
and new offices for the Division of Student Affairs. The project is 

estimated to cost about $16 million, according to university 
officials, and is part of a multiyear campus master plan.

The enhanced space is expected to be a destination place for 
students to gather, collaborate, eat, study and attend events, 
according to Kimberly S. Brown, Samford’s associate vice 
president for operations and campus initiatives.

As part of the project, the university is working to minimize 
disruptions in food service for students, according to Harry B. 
Brock III, Samford’s executive vice president and vice president 
for business and financial affairs. The university’s main dining 
service, known on campus as the Caf, will be temporarily 
relocated to Seibert Hall from May 25 until July 9 because of 
infrastructure upgrades in the University Center. Plans are being 
made to provide full service dining in the temporary location, and 
the Caf in the University Center will be open throughout the 
2018-19 academic year, Brock emphasized. 

“We know that any major construction and renovation 
causes some disruption for the campus,” Brown said. “But, these 
renovations, when completed next year, will greatly enhance the 
experience that Samford students and their families have come to 
expect. The entire Samford community will benefit from this 
exciting project.”

The planning phase included partnering with Samford’s 
interior architecture students who developed beautiful designs for 
the space, Brown said. Several common themes emerged from 
the student designs which are being implemented in the space, 
such as opening up direct access and sight lines from the 
University Quadrangle, entrance to Harry’s Coffeehouse, the food 
court and the bookstore.

New entrances will be designed from the Quad and Talbird 
Circle that will feature student gathering spaces. For the new 
entrance off the University Quad, offices currently on the first 
floor will be relocated and the new space will include comfortable 
seating and student gathering areas. For the new lobby off Talbird 
Circle, offices currently in that space will be relocated, the third 

Samford Trustees Approve 
Major Renovation of 
Beeson University Center

by Philip Poole
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floor will be eliminated and a more open atrium-like gathering 
space will be featured with a beautiful sky-lit stairwell 
connecting the first and second floors. 

The university bookstore will be updated with display 
windows and expanded merchandising.

The food court will be expanded, and tentative plans are 
for a full-service Chick-fil-A and the addition of a Moe’s 
Southwest Grill to go with other current food options. The food 
court will remain closed into next academic year, Brown said, 
but other food service options will be available with Einstein’s 
Bagels in Harwell G. Davis Library and Freshens in the College 
of Health Sciences.

The student gathering space known as Harry’s Coffeehouse 
will be completely renovated with movable walls to provide 
open space for students and dining or enclosed space for 
special events. The adjacent Dale-Washington Courtyard will be 
revamped to become an outdoor extension of Harry’s.

 The current space occupied by the journalism and 
geography departments will be renovated into office and 
meeting space for the Division of Student Affairs. The two 
academic departments will relocate this summer as part of 
renovated spaces for Howard College of Arts and Sciences.

Other plans for the building include additional meeting and 
event spaces and upgraded restrooms.

Before these improvements can be made, however, 
significant utility infrastructure upgrades will be required, 
Brown explained. This work includes replacement of plumbing 
lines, major modifications to electrical and HVAC systems, and 
a kitchen remodel, which necessitated the temporary closing of 
the building.

A final timeline for the project has not been set, Brown 
said, although the university dining hall will reopen in mid-
summer. Since the project was originally proposed to trustees 
earlier this year, university officials determined that closing the 
entire building for a more extensive renovation was more cost 
and time efficient.

During the renovation, the university’s bookstore will 
relocate to the first floor of Dwight and Lucille Beeson Center 
and the campus post office will relocate to the second floor of 
Brooks Hall. The Division of Student Affairs and Career 
Development Center will relocate temporarily to the third floor 
of Sullivan-Cooney Family Field House.

This will be the first major renovation of the building in 
more than 40 years. The original student center was 
constructed in 1957 when the university relocated to its current 
campus. A major expansion in 1972 was made possible through 
a gift by Ralph W. Beeson, for whom the building is named.

Trustees approved the 20-year campus master plan in 
December 2016 as part of the university’s strategic plan, Brown 
said. The four-phase program is a long-range guide for the 
facility development of the campus over the next two decades, 
with primary goals of providing an enhanced superior teaching 
and learning environment, improving space utilizations and a 
focus on student success. ◗

	

For more information on the campus master plan,  
go to samford.edu/about/campus-master-plan.

Other campus master plan projects scheduled 
for completion or implementation during summer 2018

• 	Major renovations of Burns, Chapman, Russell and Ingalls halls to create new homes for many of the departments 
of Howard College of Arts and Sciences

• 	Refurbishment of Reid Chapel and reconfigured Spiritual Life offices

• 	Transformation of Ingalls Hall into space for the Office of Admission and Financial Services

• 	Renovations begin on Daniel House in London, with its reopening expected in Jan term 2019

• 	Significant other renewal projects, including replacement of residential hall bathrooms, structural and mechanical 
improvements in Beeson Woods, plumbing work in West Village, road paving, a new analytics lab in the business 
school, Brock Recital Hall flooring and landscaping along Lakeshore Drive

• 	Completion of Rotunda Club renovations
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Samford University and Samford’s School of the Arts have 
commissioned a new American opera that will debut in Harrison 
Theatre Nov. 15-18. The work began several years ago as a 
collaboration of Kristin Kenning, director of Samford Opera, with 
librettist Joshua McGuire and composer Evan Mack.

Mack notes, “Samford is incredibly 
forward-thinking to commission an opera 
for its students. Not only will the Samford 
name live on with the opera, but it provides 
such an invaluable learning opportunity for 
these students.” Kenning says that the idea 
came about while she was brainstorming 
with Joe Hopkins, dean of the School of the 
Arts. He asked what would change the face 
of Samford Opera and encouraged Kenning 
to be a visionary. Kenning says, “We are so 
lucky to have that kind of leadership at 
Samford.”

The Ghosts of Gatsby is a tale of 
marriage and madness as it spends a day 
on the French Riviera circa 1924 with writer 
F. Scott Fitzgerald and three different 
versions of his wife, Zelda. Scott is 
obsessed by his work on The Great Gatsby 
and is jealous of Zelda’s recent affair. 
Locked in her bedroom, she has visions of 
both a younger and older self. The 
45-minute opera is written for four 
performers and a chamber orchestra.

According to Mack and McGuire, “We 
had been given directive to produce an 
opera with Alabama roots and we were 
interested in Zelda, who was a famous 
person because she was married to a more 
famous person, and we wanted to excavate 
her story. She was ‘Belle of the Ball’ in 
Montgomery, the ‘Flapper Girl’ in New York 
and Paris and then the psychiatric patient 
in the asylum. We were also curious to find 
the commonalities of their marriage with 
other ordinary marriages.”

The creative team gathered on 
campus this past spring to workshop the 

opera with students 
to tweak its direction. 
Throughout an 
intense week, the 
workshopping 
allowed Mack and 
McGuire to edit the 
text and the music to 
better serve the story 
and voices of the Samford students. Mack 
says, “We started with what we thought 
was a best draft, but knew that it was wet 
ink and a living, breathing piece. This allows 
for really great art to happen.”

Kenning notes, “At first the students 
were terrified and then learned to trust the 
creative process. They realized that the 
goal was to create the best possible opera 
for the students in the room and they grew 
as individual artists by taking risks.” 		
	 According to McGuire, “Most students 
when they perform a role can research and 
watch YouTube performances, but these 
students have the chance to be the genesis 
of these characters. Their performance will 
be on YouTube. They learn about the DNA 
of the piece and rely on their training to 
develop these roles.”

They were impressed by the 
professionalism of the School of the Arts 
students and faculty. They describe 
Kenning as “lightning in a bottle,” providing 
praise for her preparedness and the 
students’ work ethic and talent.

McGuire and Mack create their operas 
as a team, always working in tandem. As 
McGuire puts it, “It is a little like a tennis 
match where we bat the music and words 

back and forth to come up with the right 
combination.” Since joining forces in 2011, 
they have created a style that sets them 
apart in the world of contemporary opera. 
“Mack and McGuire deliver larger-than-life 
stories, and music that harnesses the full 
athletic thrill of singing,” says Kenning. 
Their works include The Secret of Luca, 
Roscoe, Angel of the Amazon, Lucinda y las 
Flores de la Nochebuena, Alexandra, A Little 
More Perfect and even the first-ever opera 
for Twitter, #IsOperaDead.

When asked what to expect in 
November, McGuire replies, “We are 
excited to see how it unfolds with the set 
design and the students who will learn the 
parts next fall.” After the Samford 
performance, plans are in the works to 
share the opera across the region.

Kenning credits much of the success of 
the program to the generous community 
support of Samford Opera and especially to 
Dr. Chandler and Jane Paris Smith for their 
continued sponsorship of the opera series 
each year. ◗

 
Ashley Smith is marketing and  

communication coordinator for  
Samford’s School of the Arts.

SCHOOL OF THE ARTS

 Samford Commissions  
NEW AMERICAN OPERA by Ashley Smith
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HOWARD COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

LIBERALARTS
in a Rapidly Changing World

The Value of

The mission statement of Howard College of Arts and Sciences states: “As the heart of 
Samford University, Howard College of Arts and Sciences inspires students to a lifetime 
of inquiry and service through engaged learning, faculty research and vocational 
discovery within the liberal arts and the Christian ethical and intellectual traditions.”

In 2016, I arrived as the new dean of 
Howard College of Arts and Sciences and 
encountered here a vibrant university 
community eager to prepare students for 
in-demand careers, fulfilling lives of inquiry 
and service to a rapidly changing world. The 
college faculty adopted this mission 
statement soon after my arrival. It captures 
that dedication and recognizes Howard 
College of Arts and Sciences as the heart of 
Samford University. 

In addition to majors in humanities, 
sciences and social sciences, the college   

provides the foundation of every Samford 
undergraduate’s education through a 
universal core program and general education 
requirements. Leaders in many of the nation’s 
largest employers such as Google and 
Amazon now tell us that these foundational 
programs provide skills they simply must 
have to succeed in 21st-century careers.

Critical reasoning, creative problem-
solving, effective communication, teamwork 
and collaboration all equip our graduates to 
work effectively and emerge as leaders in 
their fields. Even students who do not 

by Tim Hall

remain in the college carry that foundation 
into majors and careers in business, health 
professions, the arts and education. 
Everything we are learning about health and 
well-being tells us that a foundation in the 
liberal arts and sciences will also provide a 
lifetime of personal enrichment.

Those students who remain in the 
college have made a great choice. 
Employers love to hire our alumni. Some of 
the top graduate schools, professional 
schools and academic fellowship programs 
in the nation routinely honor our students 
with scholarships, awards and exceptional 
opportunities to serve the world. Ninety-
seven percent of undergraduate alumni are 
employed, attending graduate school or in a 
post-graduation internship within six 
months of graduation. Everywhere I have 
gone, I have met graduates of the college  
who are enjoying successful careers in an 
astoundingly broad range of fields, from 
medicine to government to business and 
entrepreneurship. Majors in a liberal arts 
field such as English, mathematics, classics 
or physics have outfitted our alumni to 
thrive wherever they decide to go. ◗

 
Tim Hall is dean of Howard College  

of Arts and Sciences.
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BROCK SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

A trip to the 2018 Women in Economics Symposium in St. Louis, 
Missouri, encouraged female students in Samford’s Brock School of 
Business to think about starting a club for women in economics and 
finance. Held at the Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis in February, 
the symposium was geared towards diversity in the economics 
field and how women can have a larger presence in the discipline. 

The group included business professors Sara McCarty and 
Anna-Leigh Stone and students Shelby Collins, Hannah Florence, 
Olivia Jarvis, Abbey Robertson and Kayleigh Hudson. They began 
their visit with a preliminary presentation from Yvette Fortova of the 
Federal Reserve Economic Data (FRED) division. Fortova 
demonstrated the many capabilities of the FRED data interface, 
introduced “Fredcast,” an economic forecasting league, and 
presented one of the Federal Reserve’s newest acquisitions, a 
dataset titled “Three Centuries of Macroeconomic Data in the 
United Kingdom,” which dates back to 1660. 

“Fredcast is basically fantasy football for the economy,”  
said McCarty. 

Katrina Stierholz, vice president and director of library and 
research information services at the Federal Reserve Bank of St. 
Louis, welcomed conference participants. 

Claudia Sahm, a member of the Federal Reserve’s Board of 
Governors, provided keynote remarks, highlighting the under-
representation of women in economics, noting it was even lower 
than in STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) 
disciplines, and discussed some of the challenges faced by women 
in the profession.

The group attended breakout sessions highlighting such topics 
as “Navigating the Job Market,” “Why Economics?,” “Strategies for 
Engaging Women in the Classroom” and “Diversity Issues in the 
Workplace.”

Speaker Mary Daly, executive vice president and director of 
research at the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco, stressed “the 
importance of bringing all of yourself to economics and to your 
career.” Daly added, “The simplest solution to getting more women 
involved in the field is by encouraging young women to pursue 
economics in college.” 

Samford student Collins, a junior finance and economics major, 
said her greatest takeaway was that in order to be successful in this 
field, “you have to be confident in yourself.” Collins wants to pursue 
a career in policy or economic development.

Concluding the conference was a panel conversation by Sahm, 
Daly and Ellen Zentner, managing director and chief U.S. economist 

at Morgan Stanley.
“It was so empowering to be surrounded by women who have 

paved the way for younger generations to find their place in a male 
dominated field,” Collins said. “It can be overwhelming to be the 
only female in a class, but meeting and talking to these women 
renewed my passion for economics.”

“I am thankful for the opportunity to take some of our 
promising female economics and finance students to the 
symposium,” said McCarty. “They immediately asked if we could 
start a club for women in economics and finance at Samford. They 
would call it ‘Finance and Economics Women’ or simply, F.E.W.” 

“The opportunities in economics and finance for our female 
students have never been stronger,” said Dean Howard Finch. “I am 
grateful to Professors McCarty and Stone for their mentorship of 
these outstanding Brock students.”

Before traveling home, the group was able to trek to the top of 
the Gateway Arch, visit the Old St. Louis County Courthouse where 
the Dred Scott case was held, tour the St. Louis Cathedral, and 
explore the Inside the Economy Museum at the Federal Reserve 
Bank of St. Louis. 

Morgan Black is marketing and communication manager for 
Brock School of Business and Cumberland School of Law.

From left, Professor Anna-Leigh Stone, Kayleigh Hudson, Hannah Florence, 
Abbey Robertson, Shelby Collins, Professor Sara McCarty

Brock Female Students Study 
Diversity in Economics  by Morgan Black
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Beeson Receives $250,000 Lilly Endowment Grant
by Kristen Padilla
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BEESON DIVINITY SCHOOL

Samford University’s Beeson Divinity School has received 
a $250,000 grant from Lilly Endowment Inc. to sustain 
and expand the work of its Initiative to Strengthen the 
Quality of Preaching. 

The Initiative to Strengthen the Quality of Preaching began in 
2013 with a $500,000 Lilly Endowment grant. Since 2015, 
Associate Dean Grant Taylor and Robert Smith Jr., the Charles T. 
Carter Baptist Chair of Divinity, have codirected the initiative.

During the last four years, Taylor said, this initiative has sought 
to strengthen the quality of preaching for current students and 
working pastors by developing peer groups of working pastors, 
hosting both conferences and workshops, offering new preaching 
elective courses to current divinity students, and providing other 
resources. From the beginning, Beeson alumna Hayden Walker has 
served as assistant project director, overseeing the creation and 
management of peer groups. 

Reginald Calvert, a Beeson graduate and pastor of New 
Jerusalem Baptist Church in Bessemer, has been facilitating a 
predominately African-American peer group for the past year. 

“Being that Birmingham was one of the focal points of the Civil 
Rights Movements, it is important for African-American preachers 
to receive training that will enhance their knowledge of the role of 
preaching during the African-American journey to freedom and 
racial equality, as well as how to improve their preaching craft to 
meet today’s societal needs,” he said. “I have most enjoyed 
facilitating discussions and lectures that pertain to preaching in the 
African-American tradition.”

This grant-funded initiative has brought noted preachers and 
scholars to the divinity school, such as Liam 
Goligher, Christian T. George, Cleophus James 
LaRue, Phillip Jensen and Todd Wilson. 

This new four-year sustainability grant 
(2018-21) will focus on the initiative’s efforts 
to equip working pastors through peer groups 
and divinity students through the teaching of 
biblical Christian preaching. The grant will 
allow the creation of more peer groups and 
increase the amount of financial resources 
available to pastors for preaching 
development. 

Beeson Divinity School has already begun 
using this new funding. In January 2018, the 
initiative brought in Bryan Chapell, senior 
pastor of Grace Presbyterian Church, Peoria, 

A peer group of those involved in preaching ministries

Illinois, and author of Christ-Centered Preaching, to teach an intensive 
preaching workshop called “Preaching: The Task of Application.”

Jacob Simmons, a Beeson graduate and minister to singles at 
Shades Mountain Baptist Church in Birmingham, found Chapell’s 
workshop practical and transformative. “I thought he did a fantastic 
job guiding us through the transformational power of the sermon all 
the way to the application, reminding us that every piece of the 
sermon is important,” he said. “The fact that we still get challenged, 
educated and encouraged as preachers after graduation is 
unexpected and really exciting.” 

In February, Michael Pasquarello III gave the William E. Conger 
Jr. Lectures on Biblical Preaching supported by this new grant.

“We are very encouraged to receive this sustainability grant 
from Lilly Endowment,” Taylor said. “The Initiative to Strengthen the 
Quality of Preaching aligns perfectly with our mission to prepare 
God-called men and women for service in the church. Preaching is 
central to that service, and our benefactor, Ralph Waldo Beeson, 
wanted this school to train ‘pastors who can preach.’ 

“With this sustainability grant, the potential for educational 
impact across the institution and in the community is very high,” he 
added. “We are excited to see what the Lord will do for his gospel 
and his church through this project.”  ◗

To learn more about the initiative, view upcoming events and  
access media resources, go to beesondivinity.com/
initiative-to-strengthen-preaching.

Kristen Padilla is coordinator of marketing  
and communication for Beeson Divinity School.

Beeson Receives $250,000 Lilly Endowment Grant
by Kristen Padilla
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When Orlean Beeson School of Education Associate Professor Amy 
Hoaglund decided to establish an elementary education program 
with a concentration in Christian missions, she was 
uncertain what it would look like, but was certain that 
there was a need and that she was called to respond.

Her desire was to create a program that would 
provide the academic rigor and preparation necessary 
for graduates to successfully prepare children and 
youth scholastically and spiritually.

According to Hoaglund, there are limited 
academic opportunities for students that adequately 
prepare them to spread the gospel through the vehicle 
of education.

Hoaglund’s vision was to create a program that would prepare 
students to serve in traditional and nontraditional educational 
settings. Providing strong traditional field experiences in Alabama 
was not a daunting task, but Hoaglund desired to provide students 
with an internship experience abroad. Identifying an environment 
where students could develop culturally relevant teaching standards 
and pedagogy was at the forefront of Hoaglund’s mind. However, 
identifying a safe school, funding travel, confirming housing 
arrangements and ensuring that teacher supervisors were qualified 
were some of the hurdles she had to address before establishing a 
global placement.

In 2017, Hoaglund connected with Alisha Damron-Seruyange, 
who founded Terra Nova School in Kampala, Uganda. The Samford 
School of the Arts graduate contacted Hoaglund requesting help in 
curriculum development. “As we talked, it became clear this was the 
global setting we were looking for,” said Hoaglund.

In June 2017, Hoaglund traveled to Kampala to provide more 
than 30 hours of professional training in comprehension, phonics, 
English language learning and instructional strategies for Terra 
Nova’s teachers. She also delivered more than $1,000 in books and 
materials from the Alabama Reading Association.

While in Uganda, Hoaglund and Damron-Seruyange identified 
five teachers who would benefit from more intensive leadership 
training. Upon arriving home, Hoaglund worked with fellow Samford 
professors to apply for the Hull Grant for Seminar Development and 
was awarded the grant. The funds will allow the five selected 
teachers to continue online training throughout the year and travel 
to Samford University to become trained instructional leaders.

“We had established a foundation for a mutually beneficial 
partnership, but we still needed to find an allocation of funds to 

ORLEAN BEESON SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

by Sara Roman

KINGDOM WORK 
Knows No Borders

allow for student travel,” said Hoaglund. “I felt in my heart that this 
was the place and that the Lord would pave a way.”

Throughout the program’s development, Hoaglund shares that 
she has had Christ at the center. “I believe that I am called to 
prepare educators who have the desire and ability to infect cities 
around the world with hope by providing children with high-quality 
literature, instructional resources, an excellent education and the 
gospel of Jesus Christ,” said Hoaglund. “An exceptional education 
and the knowledge of the love of Christ offers possibility, hope . . . 
life.”

Hoaglund says she has continued to pray Ephesians 4:1-4, “I 
therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner 
worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility 
and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 
eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There 
is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope 
that belongs to your call.”

In spring 2018, she received confirmation that former Samford 
professors Carol and Joe Dean wanted to make a scholarship 
available for Samford teacher education students to complete 
internships in developing countries. Their generosity will allow for 
elementary education Christian missions students to travel to 
Kampala and complete a six-week field experience at Terra Nova.

“Field experiences like this not only develop our student’s 
pedagogical skills, but also empower them to go out confidently and 
replicate after graduation,” said Hoaglund. Throughout the progression, 
Hoaglund states that she stands in awe of the hand of God and is 
thankful to everyone who has answered their call along the way. ◗
 

Sara Roman is coordinator of marketing and communication for 
Orlean Beeson School of Education.

Faculty and students at Terra Nova School 
in Kampala, Uganda. 
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Cumberland School of Law Has
RICH HISTORY OF PUBLIC SERVICE 

CUMBERLAND SCHOOL OF LAW

Alumni of Samford University’s Cumberland School of Law have a rich and long tradition 
of serving the nation and its communities in elected office. Beginning with roots in 
Lebanon, Tennessee, Cumberland and its graduates have not only brought their expertise 
to these jobs but have served in their roles with high moral ethics and standards, 
professionalism and commitment to the public good.

“Cumberland School of Law has a rich 
heritage of public service,” said Dean Henry 
"Corky" Strickland III. “Whether in elected or 
appointed office or in countless other 
capacities, Cumberland alumni have always 
been leaders in serving their communities 
and their country.”

One of the most famous Cumberland 
alumni was Cordell Hull, who graduated in 
1891. Hull served as secretary of state under 
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt from 
1933 until 1944, and in 1945 received the 
Nobel Peace Prize for his role in establishing 
the United Nations. 

An exceptionally high number of 
Cumberland alumni have gone on to become 
state and federal judges. Alabama’s Supreme 
Court bench currently has three Cumberland 
lawyers: Michael F. Bolin ’73, Greg Shaw ’83, 
and Brady E. Mendheim Jr. ’93. Only three 
law schools in the nation have produced 
more U. S. Supreme Court justices than 
Cumberland: Harvard, Yale and Columbia. 

President Benjamin Harrison appointed 
Cumberland alumnus Howell Edmunds 
Jackson, an 1856 graduate, to the U.S. 
Supreme Court in 1893; he served until 1895. 
President William Howard Taft appointed 
alumnus Horace Harmon Lurton, an 1867 
graduate, to the bench in 1909; he served 
until 1914. 

The list of influential Cumberland School 
of Law leaders doesn’t stop there. Five 
Florida governors, including immediate past 
governor and current U.S. Representative 
Charlie Crist ’81, received their degree from 
Cumberland. Numerous U. S. representatives 
and senators, including current 
Representatives Martha D. Roby ’01 (Ala.), 
Robert Aderholt ‘90 (Ala.), Evan Jenkins ’87 
(W.Va.) and Dennis Ross ’87 (Fla.), and 
recently elected Sen. Doug Jones ’79 (Ala.), 
are distinguished alumni. Many alumni have 
also gone on to become mayors, including 
Birmingham’s, current mayor, Randall 
Woodfin ’07, who was elected in fall 2017. 

“Interestingly, in the elections over the 
past year for two of the most high-profile 
positions in Alabama, U. S. senator and mayor 
of the state’s largest city, the person selected 
was a Cumberland graduate,” said retired 
Cumberland professor Howard P. Walthall. 

Strickland added, “I am excited to see 
our alumni continuing this tradition of service 
to our country and I look forward to current 
and future Cumberland students following in 
their footsteps.” ◗

Morgan Black is marketing and 
communication manager for Cumberland 

School of Law and Brock School of 
Business.

Joel F. Dubina, J.D. ‘73, Senior 
Judge, 11th Circuit Court of Appeals

Karon O. Bowdre ’77, J.D. ’80,    
Chief Judge, U.S. District Court, 
Northern District of Alabama
 
Sharon L. Blackburn, J.D. ‘77,   
Senior Judge, U.S. District Court, 
Northern District of Alabama 

John E. Ott, J.D. ‘81, Chief 
Magistrate Judge, U.S. District Court, 
Northern District of Alabama

Kevin C. Newsom ’94, U.S. Circuit 
Court Judge, 11th Circuit Court of 
Appeals

R. David Proctor, U.S. District Court 
Judge, Northern District of Alabama

T. Michael Putnam, U.S. Magistrate 
Judge, U.S. District Court, Northern 
District of Alabama

Max O. Cogburn Jr., J.D. ’76,        
U.S. District Court, Western District 
of North Carolina

James I. Cohn, J.D. ‘74,              
Senior Judge, U.S., Southern District 
of Florida

Current effective April 25, 2018  

Samford, Cumberland  
Alumni and Faculty 
Serving as Federal Judges

Cordell Hulll

by Morgan Black
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Among Private Schools, Ida Moffett School of Nursing Ranks High Nationally

IDA MOFFETT SCHOOL OF NURSING

Graduate Nursing Programs Earn  
HIGH MARKS IN NATIONAL RANKINGS

Graduate programs in Samford University’s Ida Moffett School of Nursing are 
ranked among the best in the country in the 2019 U.S. News & World Report 
graduate rankings released March 20. Rankings are based on a variety of factors, 
including reputation, faculty credentials, student engagement and selectivity.

Samford’s Doctor of Nursing Practice (D.N.P.) program was 
ranked 58th nationally, a significant increase from its 2018 ranking 
of 81st nationally. Master’s degree programs in nursing were 
ranked 78th, a move up 14 spots from the 2018 ranking. 

“The latest rankings affirm our position as a leader in nursing 
education and are a testament to the strength of our programs and 
the commitment of our faculty,” said Nena F. Sanders, vice provost 
of Samford’s College of Health Sciences and nursing school dean. 

This year marks the tenth anniversary of Samford’s D.N.P. 
program and according to Sanders, the program has never been 
stronger. “Throughout our history, we’ve worked diligently to evolve 
our academic offerings to meet the needs of our students and 
today’s health care environment,” said Sanders. “We offer a 
number of unique pathways and concentrations for nurses 
interested in advancing their career by earning a D.N.P.”  

Pathways to the D.N.P. are offered for registered nurses with 
an associate degree, bachelor’s degree or master’s degree. 

Concentrations are available in Family Nurse Practitioner, Dual 
Nurse Practitioner (Family/Emergency), Nurse Anesthesia, Nursing 
Administration and Nursing Informatics. With the exception of 
Nurse Anesthesia, all graduate nursing programs are offered online. 

Nurse Faculty Loan Program (NFLP) funding is available for 
eligible Doctor of Nursing Practice students who are committed to 
careers in nursing education. To learn more about the program, 
including eligibility requirements, go to samford.edu/nursing.  

The latest U.S. News & World Report rankings continue a trend 
of national recognitions for Samford’s academic programs. 
Samford is nationally ranked for academic quality, affordability and 
value by a variety of other major rankings, including Forbes Inc., The 
Economist, Kiplinger’s Personal Finance and The Wall Street Journal. ◗

Katie Stripling is executive director of marketing for Samford. 

by Katie Stripling

#19Doctor of  
Nursing  
Practice

#27Master’s 
Degree 
Programs
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Samford University’s McWhorter School of Pharmacy provides 
students the opportunity to personalize their Doctor of Pharmacy 
through unique opportunities like dual degrees, research and 
international experiences. Over the past academic year, pharmacy 
students traveled to 18 different countries through study abroad, 
mission trips and Advanced Pharmacy Practice Experiences (APPE).

It is through these experiences that 
students are able to see firsthand the 
unique roles that pharmacists play—even 
when the country’s health care system is 
vastly different from our own.

Keith Foster, a 2018 Doctor of 
Pharmacy graduate, traveled to Paraguay 
during his fourth year. “I would say that 
pharmacy practice in the U.S. is more 
advanced, but the heart of what they do is 
very similar. We all want to provide the right 
medications to our patients, making sure 

they get what they 
need and that 
ultimately they begin 
to feel better,” he 
said. 

Foster found 
that the physicians 
there had different 
expectations for 
pharmacists. “In 
Paraguay, the role of 
a pharmacist is 
primarily a dispensing and management 
role. They are there to make sure inventory 
is correct and ensure the medications are 
ordered correctly,” he said. 

Emily Sochovka, a fellow 2018 graduate, 
traveled with Foster, and the doctors and 
medical residents they interacted with were 
fascinated by their level of knowledge and 
skill—asking them to make formal 
presentations on pharmacy topics. “It 
made for a cool exchange of ideas—seeing 
what we can learn from them and what 
they can learn from us,” Sochovka said.

Today, McWhorter School of Pharmacy 
has 13 APPE affiliations with hospitals in 10 
countries on five continents—with plans to 
expand this reach further. 

Elizabeth Wood, a 2018 Doctor of 
Pharmacy graduate, traveled to Thailand for 
one of her five-week APPE rotations, gaining 
experience in the hospital’s hematology 
oncology unit. Each day, she participated in 
rounds alongside local pharmacy residents 
and students. “I would look over medication 
regimens and make sure there weren’t any 
interactive medications. It was great to work 

alongside other Thai students, especially 
because they would help translate when I 
needed to talk to patients,” she said.

Wood’s experience in the Thai hospital 
had many similarities to the United States, 
including its team-based approach to care. 
“The doctors and medical residents relied 
on the pharmacist to know what medication 
was best,” she said. “It was awesome to see 
everyone interact.”

While Foster, Sochovka and Wood 
experienced pharmacy in two different 
areas of the world, they each were impacted 
by their interaction with different cultures. “I 
learned that you can take for granted the 
level of practice that pharmacists have in 
the United States. We always want to push 
the envelope for our scope of practice, 
working to improve the clinical services we 
can offer to our patients,” Foster said. 

“My experience in Paraguay was a 
good motivator to keep pushing the 
envelope. It served as a reminder that I have 
something valuable to bring to a health care 
team, and I need to make sure I’m 
advocating for myself.” ◗

McWHORTER SCHOOL OF PHARMACY

E X PA N D I N G  P H A R M AC Y ’ S 
International Reach 
by Sarah Waller

McWhorter School of 
Pharmacy Establishes APPE 
Affiliation in Canada

Earlier this year, Samford’s 
McWhorter School of Pharmacy 
announced its latest international 
affiliation with the Jean Coutu Group 
Inc., a Canadian community pharmacy 
chain with more than 400 franchised 
stores in Quebec, New Brunswick and 
Ontario. This affiliation creates the 
opportunity for students to complete a 
five-week advanced pharmacy practice 
experience at a Jean Coutu pharmacy 
in Montreal, Canada. Francois Coutu, 
a 1981 alumnus of McWhorter School 
of Pharmacy, is president and CEO of 
Jean Coutu Group Inc. 

Elizabeth Wood, third from the left, works with pharmacy residents and 
students at Thailand hospital. Also from Samford are Angela Bradt, second 

from the left, and Taylor Bailey, fourth from the left. 
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SCHOOL OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS

Physical Therapy Graduate’s  
Capstone Project Establishes Camp Life

Lauren Evans remembers the first meeting she had about her capstone 
project. She was a first-year student in Samford University’s Doctor of 
Physical Therapy program, and a member of the program’s inaugural 
class. Scott Bickel, an associate professor in Samford’s School of 
Health Professions, explained to her in that meeting that her 
capstone project could be based upon one of three pillars: research, 
professional leadership or service.
	 “I got chills when he said service,” 
Evans said. “I was like, Lord, are you telling 
me the time is now?” For in that moment, 
Evans knew exactly what her capstone 
project would be.
	 Born and raised in Fyffe, a small town in 
north Alabama, Evans first came to Samford 
for her undergraduate degree. Not long 
after she declared her major as exercise 
science, a professor encouraged her to 
participate in CampUs, a respite camp for 
families and children with special health 
care needs that is directed by Jill 
Cunningham, a professor in Samford’s Ida 
Moffett School of Nursing. 
	 Evans first volunteered with CampUs 
as a sophomore, and the experience set her 
future into motion.
	 “I told Dr. Cunningham that I wanted to 
do [a camp] like this in my hometown one 
day . . . because in rural Alabama, there are 
few opportunities for children with special 
needs,” she said. “But never did I think that 
it would be something I’d do while I was still 
at Samford.”
	 Three years later, Evans would be 
sitting in Bickel’s office with a divine 
opportunity. In hearing that her capstone 
could be a service-based project, she began 
to explain the plan that has been on her 

heart since her first week at CampUs—to 
create a similar respite camp for families 
and children in her hometown and her 
husband’s hometown of Decatur, 
Alabama. She would call it Camp Life.
	 “I’ve known what I’ve wanted to do for 
a long time. I just didn’t know it would 
happen now,” she said. 
	 Partnering with Peyton Fredricksen, a 
fellow Doctor of Physical Therapy student, 
they set to work, organizing two one-day 
camps in June and July 2017. 
	 Eighteen campers and their siblings 
attended the first Camp Life event in June. 
Evans was committed to making this a 
camp for the community, run by the 
community. She recruited volunteers in the 
area, including nursing students from the 
local community college, and she invited 
the local firefighters and police officers to 
stop by for a visit.
	 The first camp was a huge success, 
which gave her confidence going into the 
July camp in Decatur, Alabama. “When I 
look back, I don’t know how we did it all 
with school,” Evans said. “But obviously, it 
had become much bigger than my 
capstone project.”
	  “Lauren is a special individual who 
exemplifies the core values of Samford 

University. It was a privilege to see her 
pursue a dream through her capstone 
project and witness the Lord’s work in her 
life and the lives of all who were involved in 
Camp Life,” Bickel said.
	 In May, Evans walked across Samford’s 
commencement stage, receiving her Doctor 
of Physical Therapy. But even with a degree, 
Evans hopes nothing will change. “To say 
I’m now Dr. Evans . . . it’s important because 
I want people to know that I know what I’m 
doing, but at the end of the day, I’m just Ms. 
Lauren to these kids,” she said.
	 Evans will host another Camp Life 
event in Fyffe, Alabama, this June while she 
prepares for her board exams this summer. 
While she plans to pursue a career as a 
pediatric physical therapist, she hopes 
Camp Life will continue to grow as large as 
the Lord intends. 
	 “When I look back, God really had this 
all figured out from the get go,” she said. “It 
gives me chills when I think about it.” ◗

by Sarah Waller

47168_Samford2017-18 SUMMER.indd   28 6/12/18   10:36 AM



samford.edu • 29

SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH

It was 1917. As George M. Cohan introduced his hit song, “Over There,” and the nation 
rallied to fight World War I, the U.S. military sought dietitians to support troops’ 
medical needs. Nutritionists who weren’t “over there” conserved food and improved 
health on the home front.

In 1918, before the war ended, Samford 
University, then known as Howard College, 
joined that nationwide effort, introducing a 
nutrition course into its chemistry department.

“That was the impetus to start what 
would lead to the Department of Home 
Economics’ nutrition and dietetics major in 
1933,” said Suresh Mathews, chair of 
Samford’s Department of Nutrition and 
Dietetics. “We’ve come a long way since.”

Samford Progression	            
That long way reflects the profession’s 

evolving emphases. Studies housed in 
Samford’s family and consumer education 
eventually moved to the school of 
education, then exercise science and sports 
medicine, then kinesiology and nutrition 
science. Today, the department is uniquely 
positioned within Samford’s School of Public 
Health, as nutrition and dietetics are integral 
for health promotion and prevention. 

 “Nutrition and dietetics has 
transitioned from what was once primarily a 
food service emphasis to the health care 
realm, since more than 50 percent of 
dietitians are now employed in health care 
environments,” said Mathews.

While many Samford Registered 
Dietitians (RDs) work in health care, with 
some earning board certifications in 
advanced specialties, others work as public 

health nutritionists, in food service 
management or in research/academics. 

Samford Service		             
Since 1918, Samford’s program has 

focused on serving its profession and 
community. “We now offer two undergrad-
uate programs, a dietetic internship and a 
Master of Science in nutrition,” said 
Mathews. In 2015 Samford initiated its 
dietetic internship, offering supervised 
practice rotations required for students 
prior to taking the national RD exam.

“The internship emphasizes public 
health nutrition,” said Mathews. “Alabama 
ranks in the top five states for obesity and 
diabetes, so nutrition and health needs in 
our state are extremely high, especially in 
underserved areas.” The department is also 
a weigh-in site for the Scale Back Alabama 
work site program as well as a sponsor of 
multiple local community education events.

Samford Distinctions	             
The School of Public Health, as part of 

Samford’s College of Health Sciences, 
provides exceptional resources to its 
students, including two food production 
labs with 16 kitchens, a nutrition research 
lab, food science lab and body composition 
assessment area.

“We are unique because we offer 
simulation experiences in low and high-
fidelity simulation labs, where students can 
practice basic and advanced skill 
assessments,” Mathews said. “Using 
standardized patients, students can assess 
a disease or condition and evaluate the 
patient’s diet, mimicking what happens in 
hospital settings.”

Another Samford distinction is the 
college’s interprofessional emphasis. Future 
RDs work alongside future nurses, social 
workers, pharmacists, physical therapists 
and others to address topics ranging from 
stroke care to disaster simulations. Each 
experience is designed to prepare students 
to fulfill next-generation needs.

Mathews said there is much to 
celebrate this centennial year. “We are so 
happy to be a part of the College of Health 
Sciences. We are proud of our alumni 
across the nation, many of whom are 
leaders in their areas of practice. We are 
indebted to our faculty for their dedication 
and leadership all through these 100 years. 
Now we look forward to continue to grow to 
serve our profession’s future needs.” ◗

Jean M. McLean is a guest writer in 
Montevallo, Alabama.

Celebrating Samford’s Remarkable 
Nutrition and Dietetics Program   

by Jean M. McLean

100candles

Samford nutrition and dietetics program dates from 1918. 
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DIGITAL FEEDBACK

FACEBOOK
CHATTER

FIND US ON FACEBOOK AT  
facebook.com/SamfordUniversity

FOLLOW OUR TWEETS AT  
twitter.com/SamfordU

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM AT  
instagram.com/samfordu

@ChipCarter2 

"My big sister got accepted to 
@SamfordU and all I got was 
this shirt. @SUAdmission"

dbarr5 "We went to the Samford vs. Georgia football game last season. After the 'big' SEC 
game we were walking back to the car and my daughter @jaybarr13 said, 'I bet their president 
doesn't cook pancakes for them!' We feel so blessed and thankful that she calls Samford U home!”

lisafischgler "Our favorite memory of Dr. Westmoreland is him graciously posing for pics with 
our daughter after graduation. He had already done 5 ceremonies and was exhausted, but he 
took the time to stop and snaps pics with our girl! We also love the letters he sends on their 

birthdays. Not many university presidents take the time 
to pray for their students! We  Samford!!!”

kaceycole "The thing I remember most about                     
@andrew_westmoreland is his kindness and intentionality. 
He always seemed to genuinely care how I was doing, not as 
an employee but as a person. Also, I’ll never forget receiving 
a voicemail from him the day after my father died. He was 
encouraging to me even on my worst day, and I’ll always 
cherish that kind act. Happy Birthday Dr. Westmoreland!”

JAMIE HARRINGTON
"I went to college here and 
loved it! Since I went there, 
there have been lots of 
changes, from what I can 
tell, for the better; it 
actually kind of makes me 
jealous of the current 
students . . . I want to use 
the new stuff, especially 
the art studios! Now it's a 
tradition for me to come 
back for Homecoming and 
visit my favorite places on 
campus & in Birmingham! I 
highly recommend SU to 
anyone!”

LAURA LEE CAUM 

"WOW I love  
my school"

ALAN TAYLOR "I loved how 
Cultural Perspectives and 
Biblical Perspectives informed 
each other so well!"

JAN ALIESHA "We toured 
Samford this weekend and were 
so impressed by the beautiful 
campus, friendly people and 
blanket of faith. Samford has 
everything I could hope for in a 
school, and home away from 
home, for my son.”

@candrewclark  "I've seen some great aspects to engaging 
students in higher ed over the years & love what @Micah_
Fellows is doing at @SamfordU. Check out the 
capstone to Micah and contribute if you 
want to impact not only high-achieving 
students, but BHM community too.”

samfordu "Samford in London: 
Sarah Margaret Spivey shares 

about traveling with Samford: 
'Studying abroad is an experience 
every Samford student should have. 
Living in London for 4 months, and 
traveling to places like France, Iceland, 
Morocco and Spain gave me a whole 
new lens to see the world through.'"

ON STEP SING
CAROL SMITH 

"Can’t wait!!!"
CAROL SMITH 

"We will be watching!!!! #ADPi 
#SigmaChi #stepsing2018 
#SamfordAlumni"

MARGE MARTINI
"Enjoyed streaming since 
we couldn’t be there, proud 
grandparents, loved it Lane"

COMMENT WITH YOUR FAVORITE MEMORY OF DR. WESTMORELAND!

TWEETED
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UPDATE

Service Cadre Community 
Partners  with Mann Center 
for Ethics and Leadership

Cornerstone School
Desert Island Supply Company
East Lake United Methodist Church
Exceptional Foundation
Habitat for Humanity
Impact America 
Lovelady Center
Maranathan Academy
Oak Tree Ministries
Restoration Academy

Mann Center Service Cadres  
Benefit Community, Students
by William Nunnelley 

Every Wednesday afternoon for eight weeks during the spring semester, a 
group of five Samford students traveled to East Lake United Methodist 
Church in Birmingham to assist church staff and volunteers with an after-
school program for 15 neighborhood students.

“We would help them with their 
homework and involve them in  activities,” 
said Samford student Robert Gillespie. “I 
tutored a student in math. We might also sit 
in a circle and read, with everyone taking a 
different paragraph. After studying, we would 
go out to the swings or throw a football.”

Gillespie, a sophomore majoring in 
business, plans to continue his involvement 
during the next school year. 

Samford University’s Mann Center for 
Ethics and Leadership organizes service 
cadres as one of several programs designed 
to mutually benefit community nonprofits 
and Samford students The service cadres 
were offered seven days a week for eight 
weeks during the spring semester at 10 
local nonprofits (see list). Activities ranged 
from tutoring and mentoring to relationship 

building and construction. 
Over 100 students were involved in 

service cadres during the spring, said 
Drayton Nabers Jr., director of the Mann 
Center. Students committed to 
volunteering weekly for eight weeks, 
meeting for three structured reflection 
sessions before, during and after 
completing the eight-week cadre. They 
closed the semester by writing a paper 
about the experience. In return, they 
received convocation credits. 

“I have loved volunteering these past 
three semesters,” said student Landon 
Jones. She worked with Desert Island 
Supply Company (DISCo) to help teach 
creative writing at Putnam Middle School 
in Irondale. “We often include art and 
history in our lessons to give students new 

information. We encourage them to do 
their best. I hope to continue to be a part of 
the program after graduation.”

Samford alumna Rachel Clark ’17 
shares Jones’ enthusiasm for the program. 
She tutored students in reading and 
mathematics at Restoration Academy in 
Fairfield as an undergraduate.

“I am now working full time in 
nonprofits, mobilizing volunteers, building 
partnerships and matching community 
resources with community needs,” said 
Clark. “I can trace my understanding and 
passion for this work back to my time at 
Restoration Academy.”

Bridgette Antonello, academic 
volunteers coordinator at Restoration, said 
the academy is “delighted” to partner with 
the Mann Center. “We especially 
appreciate the bond our students develop 
with their tutors which benefits them both 
academically and emotionally,” she said. 
“As we expand our tutoring program, we 
hope to accommodate more Mann Center 
students in the fall and beyond.” ◗

Samford students work with 
creative writing workshop at 

Putnam Middle School.
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Bulldogs Will Take to the 
Air Again this Fall
The Samford passing combination of 
quarterback Devlin Hodges and receiver 
Kelvin McKnight put up some impressive 
statistics in 2017. Hodges, the Southern 
Conference Offensive Player of the Year, 
passed for 3,983 yards, third in the nation, 
and 31 touchdowns. McKnight caught 86 
passes for 1,179 yards and 12 scores.

Hodges and McKnight are among 10 
returning starters on offense for Coach Chris 
Hatcher’s Bulldogs. Another six starters are 
back on defense, led by lineman Ahmad 
Gooden, the reigning SoCon Defensive 
Player of the Year. In all, 56 lettermen return. 
This veteran presence has Bulldog fans 
looking forward to 2018.

Hatcher expects his team to “be better 
on the offensive side of the ball” because of 
having more experience there. But, he 
added, “We were able to get a look at a lot 
of young guys, especially at certain  

positions defensively (during the spring). 
We’re going to have a lot of inexperience 
there, so we were able to get some good 
work with those guys.”

The offense is in good hands with a 
veteran quarterback in Hodges. “Most of the 
time, the third year a quarterback is in our 
system is really the year he blossoms,” said 
the coach. “He knows the system.”

Hatcher’s team went 8-4 last year and 
ranked second in the Southern Conference 
with a 6-2 mark. It also went to the Football 
Championship Subdivision playoffs for the 
second straight year, something the 
program had not accomplished since 
1991-92. ◗

SPORTS

Kelvin McKnight

Aug. 30—Shorter                                         

Sept. 8—at Florida State                   

Sept. 15—Mercer (Family Weekend)*          

Sept. 22—at Chattanooga*                

Sept. 29—at Kennesaw State            

Oct. 6—Western Carolina*               

Oct. 13—VMI*                                     

Oct. 20—at Furman*                          

Nov. 3—Wofford (Homecoming)*     

Nov. 10—at The Citadel*                   

Nov. 17—at East Tennessee State*

2 0 1 8  S A M F O R D  
F O O T B A L L  S C H E D U L E

For Samford football ticket  
information: 205-726-DOGS *Southern Conference Game
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SPORTS

Samford Women Win Third Straight
SoCon Indoor Track and Field Title
The Samford University women's track 
and field team collected its third straight 
Southern Conference Indoor Championship 
title Feb. 26, defeating second-place 
Western Carolina, 161-150, on the campus of 
Virginia Military Institute. Samford’s Selena 
Popp led the way, earning Most Outstanding 
Athlete honors for women by winning the 
pentathlon, high jump and long jump events.

Samford's men finished second in the 
competition, falling just short of the Western 
Carolina men, 141-138, in a hotly contested 
battle. Samford’s Marquis Barnes won Most 
Outstanding Athlete honors for men by 
taking the heptathlon and long jump events. 

With every event but the men's pole 
vault in the books, Western Carolina led 
Samford, 138-114. The Bulldogs swept the 
pole vault—highlighted by Tray Oates 
becoming the only four-time indoor pole 
vault champion in SoCon history—but 
Samford’s 24 points in the event were offset 
by three decisive points by Western 
Carolina's Corey Ginley for finishing sixth.

On the women's side, Samford opened 
the day with a 37-point lead but saw it shrink 
to two (119.5-117.5) as Western Carolina's 
Ty-Leah Hampton won the 200-meter dash. 
Camille Caldwell's win in the weight throw 
gave Samford some breathing room again, 

and Popp's 
high-jump win 
and the 
Bulldogs' 
runner-up 
finish in the 
4x400-meter 
relay were 
enough to 
offset the 
Catamounts' relay win.

Samford's Rachel Dixon won the 
SoCon's Pinnacle Award for owning the 
highest grade-point average on the champi-
onship team. ◗

Selena Popp 

Baseball Wins SoCon, Upsets FSU in NCAA Regional 
The Samford baseball team swept 
through the Southern Conference 
tournament unbeaten—knocking off 
Furman, Wofford and Mercer twice to earn 
the league’s championship and automatic 
bid to the NCAA Regionals. The tournament 
was held at Fluor Field in Greenville, South 
Carolina, May 22-27.

The Bulldogs took the crown with a 
14-4 victory over Mercer May 27 in a game 
highlighted by Samford’s 11-run fifth inning. 
That outburst gave the Bulldogs a 12-3 lead. 
After Mercer scored to make the score 12-4, 
Samford’s Branden Fryman hit a two-run 
homer in the seventh inning to invoke the 
10-run mercy rule.

Coach Casey Dunn’s team finished 
with a 36-24 record heading into the 
NCAA Regional against Florida State at 
Tallahassee June 1. The Bulldogs made 
headlines by upsetting Florida State, 7-6, in 
their regional opener. But they lost to 
Oklahoma, 4-0, and Mississippi State, 9-8, 
in other regional games.

Dunn said the Bulldogs were a “true 

testament to the team context,” adding, 
“This group came together and never gave 
up on each other.” Along the way during the 
regular season, the Bulldogs put together a 
13-game winning streak, Samford’s longest 
since the late 1950s.  

Freshman designated hitter Brooks 

Carlson, who led the Bulldogs with a .350 
average heading into the NCAA, earned the 
SoCon Tournament Most Valuable Player 
award. Joining Carlson on the all-
tournament team were starting pitcher 
Samuel Strickland, relief pitcher Wyatt 
Burns and catcher Anthony Mulrine. ◗

Samford celebrates SoCon baseball title.
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What Samford faculty member had 
the most influence on you and why? 
George Smith was not only my journalism 
professor but public relations director for then 
Howard College, and I was blessed to serve all 
four years under his tutelage in the PR 
department while working my way through 
college. He was the best in his field and what I 
learned under George has influenced my entire 
working career in public relations and 
communications. He taught me writing skills, how to work with the 
newspaper, radio and television media, advertising, promotions and 
publications. We are good friends to this day, more than 50 years later. 

What is the best advice you were ever given?
My parents guided me as a 7-8-year-old boy to read my Bible and 
pray every day. This was not advice but this practice throughout my 
life has allowed my Heavenly Father to “order my steps” and keep me 
on track and in His will on this exciting journey with Him. My early 
morning time with the Lord has included reading the Bible through in 
numbers of years and spending time in prayer to keep me focused as 
a Christian. Nothing is more important than learning the value of 
daily time in God’s Word and prayer that my parents taught me.

Why did you choose Samford? My father was a Baptist 
pastor/evangelist when I was born. He had me singing on his radio 
program when I was five. I would join him preaching on the streets 
and conducting tent revivals, and I would even attend three vacation 
Bible schools in one summer. The church ladies always pegged me as 
a preacher. I went to Howard College thinking that God may call me to 
be a minister, but I never felt the call. I even went on H-Day Sundays 
(now Samford Sunday) with the preacher boys as a layman. I had a 

glorious experience at Howard and it really 
prepared me for Christian ministry across 
America.

How did you become involved with 
the Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association? Franklin Graham came to 
Tuscaloosa to conduct a festival (crusade) in 
1999 while I was serving on the athletic 
department staff at Alabama. I was also adviser 

of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes chapter. To my surprise, the 
local committee asked me to be chairman of the festival which 
required 12 months of preparation. When the Billy Graham Library 
was being built in 2006 in Charlotte, North Carolina, I was called to 
interview as their first director. Franklin hired me and to serve the 
Lord Jesus at this special place has been the “dessert of my career.”   

What does your role at the library include? When I 
came as the first director, I hired key staff leaders, led in recruiting 
300 volunteers and promoted the library through various 
conventions, churches, Christian organizations and media outlets. In 
the past few years, I continue to host special guests, have given more 
than 1,000 library tours, have become the historian for Billy Graham 
and serve in donor ministry. We have had 1.1 million guests and 
30,000 decisions for Christ. It is the highest honor for me to be the 
historian for the man who preached the gospel of Jesus Christ to 
more people than any man since the days of Christ.

Atcheson’s responses have been edited for length. To read his 
complete profile and profiles of other featured alumni and 
employees, go to samford.edu/spotlight.

WAYNE ATCHESON

Degree/Year: B.A., English, 1964

Current: Billy Graham Association, 
Charlotte, North Carolina

Bonus Fact: Atcheson’s daughter,  
Elizabeth Atcheson Poplin, is a 1998 

Samford graduate.

ALUMNUS SPOTLIGHT

THINGS 
TO 
KNOW 
ABOUT

Wayne Atcheson with Billy Graham
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Why do you teach?  I teach because I learn. I learn about 
others and about myself. By teaching, I am challenged to stay 
current and to adapt cornerstone fundamentals to the learning 
styles of new students.
 
What is your favorite activity outside of Samford?  
Cooking, listening to music and dancing—all at the same time! 
 
As the leader of Cumberland School of Law’s public 
interest program and volunteer/pro bono activities 
for Cumberland students, what reflections do you 
have about the service that the school and students 
provide within our community?  Watching the 
first-year law student community service project grow 
from 17 law students participating to more than 90 
percent of the first-year law class participating 
has been remarkable. It reveals that the law 
students come to Samford already equipped 
with a heart for service. Then to hear 
community partners say, “I can’t believe 
these students are going to be lawyers, 
and they’re here volunteering to do this!?” 
is a positive reflection upon the law 
school’s mission. The mission of 
Cumberland School of Law is to educate a 
diverse community of students with 
knowledge and practical skills, equipping them 
to become highly competent, ethical lawyers 
committed to professionalism and public service.

What is one thing you want your students to know 
when they graduate from Samford?  Exercise the courage 
to be obedient to God’s will for you.  At times you may feel alone, 
but you’re not because God is with you always. 
 
What reflections do you have about Samford’s 
recent commemoration of the 50th anniversary of 
integration on campus? The commemoration was insightful 
and brought clarity about where we are today. There’s still work to 
be done and I’m encouraged that our community is equipped to 
take a leadership role in facing our challenges and embracing each 
other in the way God intended.

Adams’ responses have been edited for 
length. To read her complete profile and 

profiles of other featured employees and 
alumni, go to samford.edu/spotlight.

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT

CASSANDRA W. ADAMS

Position:  
Assistant Dean, Public Interest 

Program and Director of Community  
Mediation Center, Cumberland School of Law

Teaching at Samford since: 2005

Bonus Fact: Adams was the 2016 recipient of  
the Alabama State Bar's Pro Bono award in  
the Mediator category and was a member  

of the Alabama Bar's Leadership  
Class for 2017.

Cassandra Adams 
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ALUMNI

NEW ARRIVALS ’01 Jennifer Chapman and Mike Chapman of Trussville, 
Alabama, a son, Jameson Michael Chapman, born February 17, 
2017. 

’04 Kyle Harold and Charlene “Charley” Turk Harold ‘06 of 
Wilmore, Kentucky, a son, Gregory “Brooks” Harold, born 
March 4, 2018. He joins sister Ellie Rose Harold.  1

’05 Heather Yuill Brown and Peter Brown of Franklin, 
Tennessee, a daughter, Penelope Kay Brown, born December 
16, 2017.  2

’05 Tyler Bender and Lauren Schneider Bender ’12 of 
Indianapolis, Indiana, a son, Milo Knox Bender, born August 21, 
2017. 

’05 Kevin Carnall and Charissa Cowart Carnall ’06 of 
Birmingham, Alabama, a daughter, Carabelle Dawn Carnall, 
born April 28, 2015. 3

’05 Jennifer Wilson McCaman and David McCaman of 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee, a daughter, Emory Elizabeth 
McCaman, born August 2, 2017.  4

’06 John “Trey” Harper and Amanda Harper of Milledgeville, 
Georgia, a daughter, Everett Anne Harper, born September 4, 
2017.  5

’06 Benjamin Wortham and Amanda Holcombe Wortham ’07 
of Helena, Alabama, a son, Wilder Sterling Wortham, born 
February 1, 2018.  6

’07 Janise Medina Cookston and Chris Cookston of Houston, 
Texas, a son, Noah Christopher Cookston, born December 28, 
2017.  7

’08 Lindesy Petrone Sanders and Philip Sanders of 
Jacksonville, Florida, a daughter, Jane Marie Sanders, born 
April 14, 2017.  8

’08 Fred “Cole” Sandlin and Jill Sandlin of Hamilton, Alabama, 
a daughter, Kate Palmer Sandlin, born December 18, 2017. 

’08 Maeci Martin Walker and R.B. Walker of Birmingham, 
Alabama, a son, Rochester Butler “Bo” Walker Jr., born 
October 19, 2017.  9

’09 Oliver “Trey” Holmes and Jamie Driggers Holmes ’09 of 
Vestavia Hills, Alabama, a son, Oliver W. Holmes IV, born 
August 24, 2017.  a

’09 Mallory Barnes Rush and Hollins Rush of Birmingham, 
Alabama, a daughter, Madeline Jane Rush, born November 20, 
2017.  b

’09 Will Satterfield and Meridith Satterfield of Birmingham, 
Alabama, a son, Walker Monroe Satterfield, born December 
28, 2017.  He joins brother William Hughes Satterfield. c

3 4

2

1

5

6

7 8

9 10

11

12
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’10 Emily Anderson and Brett Anderson ’11 of Winston 
Salem, North Carolina, a daughter, Naomi Grace Anderson, 
born April 9, 2018.  d

’10 Delia Charest Carias and Jose Carias of Olive Branch, 
Mississippi, a son, Robert Dexter Carias, born March 2, 2017. 

e

’10 Laurie Mize Cooper and Luke Cooper ’15 of Alabaster, 
Alabama, a daughter, Moriah Ruth Cooper, born November 
15, 2017.  f

’10 Danielle McNeal Womack and Brandon Womack of 
Hoover, Alabama, a daughter, Jade Karis Womack, born June 
26, 2017. She joins brother Braxton Womack.  g

’11 Lindsay Wilson Brison and Robert Brison of Gainesville, 
Georgia, a daughter, Elizabeth Ann Brison, born February 26, 
2018.  h

’12 Lindsay Rich Welsh and James Welsh of Dothan, 
Alabama, a daughter, Sarah Elizabeth Welsh, born October 16, 
2017.

’12 Ryan Shidler and Kelsey Bussell Shidler ’13 of Westfield, 
Indiana, a daughter, Haven Rose Shidler, born July 18, 2017. i

ALUMNI

1950s
’53 Jack U. Harwell and his wife, Teliea Tuchton 
Harwell, were jointly given a community service 
award from the Masonic Lodge of Morrow, 
Georgia. They were recognized for “giving 
unselfishly to the community outside of their 
church without any thought of reward.” They are 
on the staff of the First Baptist Church in Morrow, 
Georgia; he is the minister of pastoral care and she 
is the minister to senior adults and children’s 
ministry consultant.

’59 Tom Bodkin is now serving as pastor in the 
interim at Littleton Baptist Church, Littleton, North 
Carolina. He is in his 52nd year of ministry. In July 
of this year, Tom and his wife, Betty, will celebrate 
their 52nd wedding anniversary.

1960s
’61 James Ragsdale has retired from Sam 
Houston State University as professor and chair, 
Department of Communications Studies. He and 
his wife, Sandy, have moved to Manassas, Virginia. 

1970s
’74, ’76 Donovan Harris retired in April 2018 
ending a 44-year career in the publishing arena 
while working with Progressive Farmer and Southern 
Living magazines. In 1994, Donovan began serving 
as the professional adviser for Entre Nous. He 
worked with each year’s volunteer staff in that 
capacity until 2016. Also, each summer since 
1996, as a member of the faculty of the Alabama 
Governor’s School, he teaches a magazine 
publishing class on Samford University’s campus 
in the journalism and mass communication 
department.

’76 Ron Wilson has secured membership in the 
St. Andrew Presbytery of North Mississippi, 
Presbyterian Church USA. He serves in the East 
Panola Presbyterian Church.

’79 Leigh Carter has retired. She was one of the 
founders of Fonkoze, now the largest poverty 
alleviation institutions in Haiti, employing more 
than 900 people and serving more than 200,000 
clients, mostly women.

1980s
’84 Sherri Stone published her second 
inspirational women’s novel in December 2017. 
Sacred Ashes and The Confession of Tobias Tucker 
are available on Amazon.

’86, ’97 Mark Brown has joined FMB Advertising 
as director of communications. In his new role, he 
directs and coordinates strategic communications, 

CLASS NOTES
Compiled by the Office of Alumni Programs and 
Annual Giving with information submitted by April 
23, 2018.

13

14

15

1817

16

47168_Samford2017-18 SUMMER.indd   37 6/12/18   10:37 AM



38 • Seasons • Summer 2018

ALUMNI

both print and digital. He was most recently part of 
the leadership team for University Relations at 
Carson-Newman University, serving as its 
associate director after serving the institution in 
several capacities since 1995. He and his wife, 
Cathy Eidson ’81, reside in Talbott, Tennessee.

’87 Denise Stimpson Bates is now a sales 
engineer for Automated Voice & Data Solutions in 
Alabama and Texas.

1990s 
’90 Robert Lane is a professor of philosophy at 
the University of West Georgia and the author of 
Peirce on Realism and Idealism (Cambridge 
University Press, 2018).

’92 Jeff Roberts was recognized in the March 12, 
2018 issue of Barron’s magazine among the Top 
1,200 Financial Advisors in the United States and 
the Top 2 in Alabama. Jeff was also recognized in 
2018 among the Financial Times Top 400 Financial 
Advisors and Forbes Best-in-State Wealth 
Advisors.

’93 Liesl Bolin has created the cover art for The 
Black Alabaster Box by Dr. Frances Schoonmaker. 
This book is the first in a trilogy, and Liesl has 
created the art for the set. 

’93 John E. Carter has been accepted to the 
Ph.D. program at Boston College in theological 
ethics and will begin this fall. He has received a 
J.D. from Duke, a M.Div. from Wake Forest and 
expects to graduate with a Th.M. in May from 
Boston College. In 2010, John was ordained as a 
Baptist minister at Crescent Hill Baptist Church, 
Louisville, Kentucky.

’95 Dennis T. Clark is now associate university 
librarian at the University of Virginia.

’96 Patrick Dodd was awarded the 2017 Snap-On 
Tools Franchise of the Year.

2000s 
’01 Bradley Collins is now the executive director 
of writer-publisher relations for BMI in Nashville, 
Tennessee.

’02 Andrew Brasher has been nominated by 
President Donald Trump in the 12th wave of 
judicial nominees. If confirmed, he will serve as a 
District Judge on the U.S. District Court for the 
Middle District of Alabama. Presently, he is the 
solicitor general of Alabama.

’02 Rusty A. Fleming, a partner in Nelson Mullins 
Riley & Scarborough LLP’s Atlanta office, has been 
selected as a fellow into the American College of 
Mortgage Attorneys (ACMA).

’02 Holly Mackle has a new book, Same Here, 
Sisterfriend, a humorous take on motherhood 
written and curated by Holly, who along with her 
book club friends, share funny, real-life parenting 
stories interspersed with grace-filled nuggets of 
truth.

’03 Jesse Rea serves on the board of the 
Princeton/Caldwell Chamber of Commerce, and 
as the current president of Vision West Kentucky. 
He also is a trustee of the Caldwell Medical Center.

’04 Stephen Garrison recently completed a 
cross-sectional imaging fellowship at Mayo Clinic 
Jacksonville, Florida. He is now a practicing 
radiologist in Inverness, Florida. Stephen and Erika 
welcomed their first son, Colby Chase Garrison, on 
Nov. 15, 2014.

’04 Austin Padgett was recently elected partner 
at Troutman Sanders LLP, a large law firm with 16 
offices in the United States and China.

’05 Robert McKinney, after serving in the 
administration of Gov. Larry Hogan (Maryland) for 
nearly three years, has been appointed by the 
White House to serve as the White House liaison 
to the Peace Corps. 

’06 Trent Hadley was named vice president and 
chief financial officer of Baylor Scott & White 
Quality Alliance (BSWQA). In his new role, he will 
oversee the organization’s financial performance 
and value-based contracting arrangements, as 
well as lead the transition to risk-based models.

’09 Erin Ramsey McCubbin earned her doctorate 
in education from Northeastern University in 
Boston. Her degree is in curriculum, teaching, 
learning and leadership, and her research explores 
the use of standardized testing in the college 
admission process.

2010s
’10 Kirsty Sheffield Smelley and Shannon 
Smelley ’10 now reside in Moody with their son, 
Harper.

’11 Daniel T. Lentz was elected to the board of 
directors of the Southern Conservation Trust, a 
land trust conserving over 16,300 acres in Georgia 
and Tennessee.

’11 Amber Wilson wrote a cookbook, For the Love 
of the South. She states, “ . . . I was a student at 
Samford. I started writing a blog, taking all the 
pictures and doing my own recipe development. 
Then I added my personal stories about growing 
up in the South. I didn’t know where it would lead, 
but I knew I was passionate about it. Then, rather 
serendipitously, an agent contacted me about 
writing a cookbook—and I jumped on board.”

’12 Virginia Straus has completed her master’s 
degree from the University of Alabama in human 
environmental sciences with a specialization in 
human nutrition.

’13 Autumn Bagwell Zuckerman was recently 
named program director of health outcomes and 
research at Vanderbilt Specialty Pharmacy.  
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IN MEMORIAM
’42 Vivian Strickland Hart, age 96, of Cullman, 
Alabama, died Dec. 27, 2018. At Howard College, 
she was vice president of the freshman class. She 
was on the student senate, the May Day 
Scholarship Honor Court and the a cappella choir. 
She held three jobs simultaneously while earning 
her B.A. in English. She was a member of the First 
Baptist Church of Cullman and active in several 
civic organizations.

’44 Harry Charles Jr., age 93, of Merritt Island, 
Florida, died Jan. 21, 2018. He was a pioneer in the 
development and testing of rockets and missiles. 
After graduating from Howard College, he taught 
at Howard until graduate school. Leaving school to 
serve in World War II, he again taught at Howard 
upon his return. He then joined the Navy, working 
with contractors on rocket, missile and spacecraft 
operations.

’44 Cecil Culverhouse, age 94, of Birmingham, 
Alabama, died in January of 2018. After graduating 
from Howard College, he also graduated from 
Union Theological Seminary and earned a Doctor 
of Divinity from Westminster College. He served 
churches in Alabama, Tennessee and Missouri.

’45 Mary Nell Pass Burton, of Marquette, 
Michigan, died Jan. 17, 2018. While at Howard 
College, she served as president of Phi Mu and was 
Miss Howard ’45. She was a church organist, 
school teacher and beloved by all who knew her.

’47 Sam Rice, age 92, of Gulf Shores, Alabama, 
died Feb. 19, 2018. He attended Howard College 
before becoming an officer in the Navy, serving in 
World War II as a sonar expert. He became 
well-known as a paper and fiber expert, working for 
several sizing companies. He and his wife were 
founding members of St. Andrew by the Sea.

’48 Benjamin Thomas Ball, age 94, of Corpus 
Christi, Texas, died Feb. 27, 2018. After serving in 
the Navy during World War II, he graduated from 
Howard College. While at Howard, he played 
basketball, tennis and ran track. He was very 
involved with the Texas Tennis Association and 
was a ranked player, admitted into the Texas Tennis 
Hall of Fame.

’48 Martha Jean Gilmer Simmons, age 90, of 
Birmingham, Alabama, died Feb. 12, 2018. She was 
a dedicated elementary school teacher in the 
Birmingham Public School system. She was a 
talented musician and a member of Liberty Park 
Baptist Church.

’49 William Haddon Brown, age 91, of Little 
Rock, Arkansas, died Jan. 14, 2018. He was a 
chemist and chairman of the Developmental 
Disabilities Service Board. He was an active 
member of Pulaski Heights Baptist Church. 

’49 John H. Buchanan Jr., age 89, of Rockville, 
Maryland, died March 5, 2018. He served in the 
Navy in 1945-1946 as a hospital corpsman and 
received a Master of Divinity from the Southern 
Theological Seminary after graduating from 
Howard College. He was a pastor in Tennessee, 
Virginia and Alabama. After settling in Washington 
D.C., he was twice the interim pastor of Riverside 
Baptist Church in the District. He was elected as an 
Alabama congressman and served from 1964-1981.

’49 Jack Waller, age 92, of Birmingham, Alabama, 
died January 2018. He was a veteran of World War 
II and had a distinguished military career as a 
navigator/bombardier. 

’49 Cecil Wanniger, age 92, of Birmingham, 
Alabama, died April 6, 2018. He enlisted in the 
Army, served in the last official European theatre 
battle at the elite SS barracks in Munich, Germany, 
was discharged, then called back into the Army to 
serve in Korea. While at Howard, he founded the 
Sportsman Club, a student group to bring football 
back to Howard College, and served as president of 
Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity. His alma mater pride 
continued by serving as Samford University Alumni 
Association president for three years and 
eventually being named Alumni of the Year at 
Samford University.

’50 Merrill H. Cook, age 91, of Birmingham, 
Alabama, died Dec. 25, 2017. A veteran of World 
War II, he earned the Purple Heart. He formed the 
Merrill H. Cook Insurance Agency. He was very 
involved in civic duty and was a member of both 
Ruhama Baptist Church and First Baptist Church of 
Birmingham.

’50 Robert Wilson “Dub” King, age 91, of 
Charleston, South Carolina and Jackson, 
Mississippi, died Feb. 27, 2018. He served as a 
Marine during World War II and returned to go to 
Cumberland School of Law on the GI Bill. During his 
57 years as a lawyer, he received many accolades. 
His proudest achievement was being on the board 
of the Baptist Children’s Village of Jackson. He was 
a member of Northminster Baptist Church.

’51 Sarah Smith Beavers, age 89, of Birmingham, 
Alabama, died Dec. 17, 2017. She was the assistant 

director of public health nursing for Jefferson 
County, retiring after 30 years. She was a faithful 
member of First Baptist Church, Mt. Olive, Alabama.

’51 John D. Bolton, age 101, of Birmingham, 
Alabama, died Dec. 22, 2017. At the time of his 
passing, he was the oldest living Samford alumni on 
record. He also attended New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary. He served churches in 
Mississippi, Tennessee, Alabama and Georgia. 
After retirement, he served in hospital chaplaincy. 
He was the start of three generations, so far, 
attending Samford University.

’51 Raymond Cline, age 94, of Palm Beach, 
Florida, died Jan. 11, 2018. He graduated from 
Howard College after returning home from World 
War II. He worked for the state of Florida and 
enjoyed golf.

’51 Margaret Ann Davis Denham, age 86, of 
Madison, Mississippi, died Nov. 13, 2017. She was a 
faithful member of Colonial Heights Baptist Church 
in Ridgeland, where she taught Sunday school for 
many years.

’51 Martin “Buddy” McDonough Jr., age 92, of 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, died April 18, 2018. He 
was a veteran of World War II, serving as a 
pharmacist’s first mate in the Navy. Returning to 
civilian life, he was a member in several profes-
sional organizations including Chattanooga 
Pharmacists’ Society, Tennessee Pharmacists’ 
Society and the National Association of Retail 
Druggists. He served on the Tennessee Board of 
Pharmacy and on the Dean’s Advisory Committee 
for the College of Pharmacy at Samford University.

’53 Jack Whitley, age 87, of Tampa, Florida, died 
March 20, 2018. He played football while at 
Howard College and was president of the 
Letterman’s Club, and then went on to Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. He served churches 
in Alabama and then joined the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Missions Board.

’54 Donald Sarrell Aultman, age 87, of 
Cleveland, Tennessee, died March 19, 2018. He was 
ordained and served churches in South Carolina, 
Alabama, Texas and Tennessee. He was elected 
and appointed to many Church of God leadership 
positions internationally, served on many church 
committees and boards nationwide. He was also 
extremely active with social and civic duties. He 
published and/or edited over 20 faith-based, 
non-fiction books. At the time of his passing, he 

47168_Samford2017-18 SUMMER.indd   39 6/12/18   10:37 AM



40 • Seasons • Summer 2018

ALUMNI

was a member of North Cleveland Church of God. 
He was employed by the Church of God, Division 
of Education, where he served as chancellor.

’54 Betty Ritchey Hollis, age 86, of Alabaster, 
Alabama, died Feb. 4, 2018. While at Howard 
College, she was president of Delta Zeta. She was 
a strong supporter of the Alabama Kidney 
Foundation.

’54 Robert Patrick Myers, age 85, of Columbus, 
Mississippi, died Dec. 14, 2017. He obtained his 
pharmacy degree from Howard College after he 
received his M.D. He created the Myers Itch Cream 
and helped in creating Aquaphor Ointment. He 
was active in his community as was involved 
heavily with disaster relief. 

’54 Dorothy “Dot” Nelson Wood, age 87, of 
Nashville, Tennessee, died Jan. 9, 2018. While she 
worked at Glendale Baptist and Woodmont 
Baptist, she was instrumental in founding (and was 
a member of) Brentwood Baptist Church.

’55 Elias “Louis” Ladas, age 86, of Mobile, 
Alabama, died Dec. 26, 2018. He was the founder 
and owner of Ladas Pharmacy in Mobile. A 
member of Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church, 
he served as the parish council treasurer. 

’56 Carol Nunnally Black, age 83, of Homewood, 
Alabama, died Jan. 6, 2018. While at Howard 
College, she was a member of Alpha Delta Pi and a 
cheerleader.

’56 Jerry Kenneth Medlock, age 83, of Hardee 
County, Florida, died Jan. 8, 2018. At Howard 
College, he played basketball and baseball—going 
to the Orioles organization in Florida. He helped 
establish the Mountain Brook High School athletic 
program in Alabama, and was an athletic coach at 
Bloomsburg College, Pennsylvania. 

’56 Clara Haynes Pearce, age 83, of Springville, 
Alabama, died Feb. 2, 2018. She was a member of 
Alpha Delta Pi and married a career Navy man. She 
was a farm girl at heart and a member of 
Springville United Methodist Church. 

’57 W. Rodgers Green, age 83, of Mobile, 
Alabama, died Feb. 1, 2018. He was a general 
surgeon in Mobile and practiced for over 30 years. 
He served as a medical officer in the Navy during 
the Vietnam Era.

’57 Clifford Aubrey Lowry, age 87, of Cullman, 
Alabama, died Jan. 9, 2018. After serving in the 
Korean War, he graduated from McWhorter 
School of Pharmacy. He was a hospital pharmacy 
director, founded a pharmacy, a founding director 
of First Alabama/Regions Bank, and served on the 
Dean’s Advisory Counsel of McWhorter School of 
Pharmacy while his wife, Wynema, served on 

Samford’s Board of Trustees. The Aubrey and 
Wynema Lowry Memorial Scholarship at Samford 
University is now in their honor.

’57 Jimmy E. Wilson, age 84, of Madisonville, 
Tennessee, died March 7, 2018. He was a veteran 
of the U.S. Army, a member of the Tennessee 
Board of Pharmacy and served as its president for 
a term.

’58 Marguerite Jones Hill, age 94, of Huntsville, 
Alabama, died in January 2018. She was the first 
woman to graduate from Cumberland School of 
Law. She continued her education with earning a 
master’s degree in accounting and an M.B.A. She 
taught German, government and economics at 
Shaves Valley High School. Upon retirement, she 
became a master gardener.

’58 Thomas Rodney Peden, age 84, of 
Birmingham, Alabama, died Dec. 19, 2017. He 
retired from Bruno’s Pharmacy. A member of 
Oakmont Presbyterian Church, he was active in 
the choir and other church activities.

’58 Charles Starnes, age 83, of Slidell, Louisiana, 
died Dec. 7, 2017. He obtained his Master of 
Divinity from the New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary. He was dearly loved.

’59 Jerome Lee Burdette, age 82, of Vestavia 
Hills, Alabama, died March 22, 2018. He was a 
member of Episcopal Church of the Ascension and 
retired as a regional manager.

’59 Joe Al Miles, age 84, of Hoshton, Georgia, 
died April 4, 2018. Attending Howard College, he 
was a Rho Chi Scholar. Miles was a veteran of the 
Army and a retired pharmacist after 43 years of 
service. He was a member of First Methodist 
Church of Athens

‘61 Melvin A. “Pat” Morton Jr., age 79, of 
Birmingham, Alabama died Jan. 14, 2018. He 
worked for Proctor and Gamble, then Bradford and 
Company, where he was president and CEO until he 
retired. He was a member of the Church at Brook 
Hills, where he served for many years as a greeter. 
He loved his Lord, his family, friends and career.

’61 Doug Sager, age 78, Midfield, Alabama, died 
Feb. 24, 2018. After Howard College, he attend 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. He 
served churches in Louisiana, Florida, Tennessee 
and Alabama. He held several roles with the 
Southern Baptist Convention, the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention and the Alabama Baptist 
Pastors Conference. He served as a trustee for 
Samford University.

’62 Susan Phyllis Lindsey, age 83, of Dothan, 
Alabama, died March 26, 2017. She was a 
registered nurse and a member of Covenant 

United Methodist Church.

’62 Jimmy George Reagan, age 79, of Milton, 
Georgia, died Feb. 23, 2018. He attended Howard 
College as a walk on to the Bulldog football team 
after a career in the Navy. He went on to own 
several successful businesses.

’62 Thomas O. Smith, age 77, of Aiken, South 
Carolina, died in February of 2018. He served in 
the National Guard and the Reserves. He was the 
assistant manager of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Forest Service Savannah River. He was 
passionate about the Gideon Bible Program and 
was a member of Living Hope Fellowship, where he 
served as a deacon.

’63 Neal Austin Boozer, age 87, of Anniston, 
Alabama, died March 7, 2018. After serving in the 
Army during the Korean conflict, he returned home 
and graduated from Samford University’s School of 
Pharmacy. He was the former owner of Adamsville 
Pharmacy, then at Jefferson County Health 
Department.

’65, ’70 Thomas “Tom” Sneed, age 75, of 
Hartselle, Alabama, died April 4, 2018. He had a 
long career as a pharmacist, purchasing a Rexall 
Drugs, then worked for Summerford Nursing 
Home. He was a faithful member of Hartselle 
Church of Christ.

’65 Wade Harris, age 74, of Alabaster, Alabama, 
died Jan. 21, 2018. He will be greatly missed by his 
friends, family and coworkers.

’66 Allen Edward Cook, age 76, of Andalusia, 
Alabama, died Dec. 14, 2017. He served as the DA 
for Covington County, was in private practice, was 
Alabama AG’s special prosecutor and a city judge. 
He was in the National Guard and served in the 
JAG division in Montgomery, Alabama. He was 
active in the First Baptist Church of Andalusia and 
he enjoyed hunting and being with friends and 
family.

’66 Earl Hall, age 96, of Montgomery, Alabama, 
died Jan. 8, 2018. After graduation from Samford 
University, he earned his master’s degree in 
religion from Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary and an honorary Doctor of Divinity. He 
served churches in Kentucky and Alabama. He was 
several times the interim pastor at churches, and 
was the pastor emeritus of Heritage Baptist 
Church in Montgomery.

’66 Patricia Gail Hurst Hicks, age 73, of 
Gardendale, Alabama, died in January 2018. She 
taught at Mortimer Jordan High and then was the 
librarian at Bragg Middle School.

’66 Thomas Puckett, age 74, died Feb. 23, 2018. 
He obtained his master's degree from New 
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Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary and served 
as a youth and recreation minister in North 
Carolina, Tennessee, Mississippi and Louisiana. He 
then served as director of the office of men’s 
ministry for the Alabama Baptist State Board. As 
part of that role, he also directed state Baptist 
disaster relief work. Even in retirement, he came 
forward to offer support during times of need.

’66 Joe Wingard, age 73, of Andalusia, Alabama, 
died Dec. 29, 2017. He had retired a few years ago 
after teaching for 39 years at Andalusia High 
School, where he was an iconic figure. He went on 
the first English department-sponsored Samford 
tour and went on other tours. He was a regular 
fixture at Homecoming, usually attending every 
event and then writing it up in his regular Andalusia 
Star-News column.

’66 Jesse Milton Wright Jr., age 88, of Hoover, 
Alabama, died Jan. 14, 2018. He was in the Naval 
Reserves and worked at South Central Bell. Active 
in the community, he met with his Navy buddies 
twice a year and was their unofficial historian.

’67 King Baker, age 77, of Summit, Mississippi, 
died Jan. 12, 2018. He owned King’s Drugs in 
McComb, Mississippi, for over 30 years. He was 
an active member of First Baptist Church in 
Summit, serving as a deacon.

’67 Oliver Cromwell Graham, age 86, of 
Birmingham, Alabama, died Jan. 21, 2018. He 
worked in printing management, was a member of 
Dawson Memorial Baptist Church and loved his 
family.

’68 Mildred J. Davis, age 90, of Birmingham, 
Alabama, died Jan. 3, 2018. She was an active 
member of Crestway Baptist Church and retired 
from teaching with the Birmingham Public School 
System.

’68 Dwight Griffith, age 74, of Somerset, 
Kentucky, died Jan. 3, 2018. Working as a 
pharmacist for over 50 years, he owned Corner 
Drug in Versailles, then went to CVS and 
Walgreens. He was beloved by patients, 
coworkers, family and friends.

’69 Charles “Buz” Dooley, of Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, died Dec. 2, 2017. He spent 48 years at 
his firm, also working extensively with Legal Aid of 
East Tennessee. He was recognized for his pro 
bono work with several awards and the East 
Tennessee Pro Bono Attorneys Hall of Fame. He 
belonged to St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church.

’69 Bonnie Vines Powell, age 69, of Vestavia 
Hills, Alabama, died Dec. 17, 2017. Spending much 
of her career teaching courses to UAB employees, 
and supported The Encouragement Team at 

Shades Mountain Baptist Church. She had a true 
servant’s heart.

’70 John Will Caylor, of Huntsville, Alabama, 
died April 13, 2018. He taught on the secondary 
and college level for over 20 years while practicing 
law. He helped to rewrite Article VI, the Judicial 
Article, of Alabama’s 1901 Constitution. He served 
proudly with state government.

’70 Julian David Maddox, age 70, of Jasper, 
Alabama, died Dec. 17, 2017. A deacon and 
member of Jasper’s First Baptist Church, he served 
the community as a pharmacist for over 47 years.

’70 Dorothy “Dot” Hart Westbrock, age 91, of 
Hoover, Alabama, died Jan. 3, 2018. She taught at 
Homewood Middle School, where she was the 
Homewood Education Association president, 
faculty chair of mathematics and math team 
sponsor. She was honored with Samford’s first 
Learning for Life Award, recognizing her as one of 
its 100 most influential alumni educators.

’70 Richard Wetherill, age 71, of Rockport, 
Indiana, died Feb, 7, 2018. While at Cumberland 
School of Law, he was the editor-in-chief of his law 
review. He was a member of Trinity United 
Methodist Church.

’71 Margie Dudley Haughton, age 96, of Dallas, 
Texas, died Oct. 23, 2017. She taught at Mountain 
Brook High School and was a member of 
Canterbury United Methodist Church. After 
retirement, she located to Dallas, Texas.

’70, ’73 John Franklin Wade, of Birmingham, 
Alabama, died Dec. 8, 2017. After a career in the 
Office of Public Defender and Broward Country 
General Counsel, Florida, he moved back to 
Birmingham with his family.

‘72 David Potts, age 67, of Marion, Alabama, died 
March 28, 2018. He was an admissions counselor 
for Samford, before becoming the director of 
financial aid, earning his M.B.A. at the same time. 
He served as president of Judson College for 27 
years. He endeavored to improve the health 
services and economic development in Perry 
County and the Black Belt region of the state. He 
was a founding board member of Sowing Seeds of 
Hope and a former president of Alabama Possible. 
He was an active member of Siloam Baptist 
Church in Selma. 

’72 Laird Sharp, age 72, of Birmingham, 
Alabama, died Dec. 29, 2017. He began his career 
with the Homewood, Alabama, police department 
and retired as chief of police in Fairfield, Alabama.

’73 Eric Wise, age 70, of Stuart, Florida, died Feb. 
14, 2018. He worked as an attorney/lobbyist for 

the American Gas Association. After retirement, 
he and his wife moved to Florida.

’74 William James Purifoy, age 76, of 
Birmingham, Alabama, died Dec. 1, 2017. He 
enjoyed mentoring young people to help them 
identify and achieve career goals. He was a 
member of First Baptist Church of Woodlawn.

’74 Allen von Spiegelfeld, of Tampa, Florida, died 
Feb. 14, 2018. Immediately after receiving his J.D. 
from Cumberland, he joined the Navy JAG Corps 
at Guantanamo Bay. After moving to Tampa, he 
became one of the finest maritime attorneys 
internationally known. He was a member of 
multiple law organizations. 

’75 Gary Ausenbaugh, age 68, of Henderson, 
Kentucky, died Jan. 31, 2018. In his over 40 years 
as a pharmacist, he owned own pharmacy and 
later went to CVS. An animal advocate, he will be 
missed by his family.

’75 Frank Gramling, of Miami Beach, Florida, 
died March 27, 2018. After serving in the Coast 
Guard as a lieutenant commander, he completed 
his law degree at Cumberland School of Law.

’75 Patrick James Roma, age 68, of Naples, 
Florida, died Nov. 26, 2017. After obtaining his J.D. 
from Cumberland School of Law, he received his 
LL.M. from NYU School of Law. He was a partner, 
a prosecutor, police commissioner, general 
assemblyman and appointed to the Superior Court 
of New Jersey. 

’75 John Hugh Shannon, age 70, of Lakeland, 
Florida, died Dec. 24, 2017. He took his profession 
of attorney to heart and was extremely active with 
his community through civic and church 
participation.

’76 Mike McLemore, age 69, of Shelby Country, 
Alabama, died Feb. 10, 2018. After graduating 
from Samford, he went to New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary. He was the senior pastor at 
Lakeside Baptist Church for many years and was 
the president of the Alabama Baptist Sate 
Convention. He was a trustee of the North 
American Mission Board, SBC.

’76 Robert Dewayne White, age 76, of 
Cartersville, Georgia, died Dec. 5, 2017. He 
pastored churches in Alabama, Georgia and 
Tennessee. In his retirement, he enjoyed leading a 
small prayer group, bible studies and served as 
interim pastor.

’77 Mildred Frances Altobello, age 64, of West 
Palm Beach, Florida, died Jan. 19, 2018. She was a 
real estate agent and beloved by friends and family.
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‘77 Elizabeth Travis Chastain, age 62, of 
Birmingham, Alabama, died March 4, 2018. Wife 
of Dr. Ben Chastain, she worked as a technical 
writer for Southern Company Services and as a 
contractor for Doozer Software. She was a 
longtime member of the Episcopal Church of the 
Ascension in Vestavia Hills, serving at various 
times as a choir member, co-chair of the altar 
guild, lay eucharistic minister and member of the 
vestry.

’77 Martha Elizabeth Fuzek, age 66, of Johnson 
City, Tennessee, died Nov. 8, 2017. While at 
McWhorter School of Pharmacy, she served as the 
president of Lambda Kappa Sigma and was the 
editor of The Capsule. She was a member of 
University Parkway Baptist Church and took in 
many rescued dogs.

’77 Walter Knapp, age 65, of Birmingham, 
Alabama, died Nov. 27, 2017. He was a renowned 
piano player and instructor, having studied for a 
time at Juilliard. He was known for playing and 
teaching in churches throughout the area.

’77 Thomas Meacham, of Raleigh, North 
Carolina, died March 28, 2018. He began his legal 
career with the North Carolina secretary of state 
before moving to the North Carolina attorney 
general’s office and was assistant attorney 
general.

’78 David Boone, age 63, of Atlanta, Georgia, died 
March 13, 2018. He had a career as one of the top 
civil trial lawyers in the country culminating in the 
prestigious Pursuit of Justice Award by the 
American Bar Association and the Guardian of 
Justice Award by the Georgia Trial Lawyers 
Association.

‘78 Donald Ford Butler Jr., age 65, of Kansas 
City, Missouri, died Feb. 23, 2018. As a tax 
attorney, he would close his office the third week 
in April to travel and visit friends. 

’78 Belle Stoddard, age 74, of Huntingdon, 
Pennsylvania and Birmingham, Alabama, died Jan. 
30, 2018. She graduated from Cumberland School 
of Law and was the director of Lawyering and 
Legal Reasoning. She also served on the school 
board of Birmingham city schools.

’79 Miriam Denise Smith, age 61, of Wilsonville, 
Alabama, died Dec. 6, 2017. She made a career 
counseling and helping others in need. She was a 
member of Wilsonville Baptist Church.

’80 Jerry “Mac” Edwards, age 59, of Brigham 
City, Utah, died Feb. 23, 2018. He obtained his 
master's degree from Southwest Seminary and 
became pastor of First Baptist Church in Brigham 

City. He volunteered in Palace Playhouse and 
Heritage Community Theatre. His volunteer work 
continued with Family Support Center, Box Elder 
Community Pantry, Golden Spike Railroad 
Association, Box Elder Tourism Counsel and the 
Chamber of Commerce, where he was president 
for two years. He volunteered for 15 years as a 
release time teacher for Box Elder Christian 
Seminary. For two years he served as chaplain for 
Alpine Home Care and Hospice in Ogden and 
Brigham City. He also volunteered six years as 
guest instructor with the Master’s Commission 
program of Victory Assembly of God.

’81 Elaine Fulford Gillis, age 59, of Milton, 
Florida, died Nov. 21, 2017. She was a fashion 
merchandiser and floral designer. She was the 
director of children’s ministries at First Baptist 
Church in Milton, Florida.

’81 Karla Gothard, age 63, of Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, died Dec. 20, 2017. She was the first 
female attorney sworn in Walker County, Georgia. 
She was one of the first female attorneys to 
represent defendants in Hamilton County’s 
criminal courts. She served the Hamilton county 
public defender’s office as executive assistant 
public defender, from its inception, for 26 years. 
She was a past president of the Tennessee 
Association of Criminal Defense Attorneys

’83 Evelyn Mullins Ensey, age 87, of Ashville, 
Alabama, died Nov. 19, 2017. She was the pianist/
organist for different eastern Alabama area 
churches throughout the years, as well as 
performing in church choirs, teaching music and 
being a member of the Birmingham Chorale.

’85 Sherry Crittenden Rutledge, of Birmingham, 
Alabama, died Nov. 30, 2017. She was deeply 
loved by her family.

’86 Clint Thompson, age 60, of Trinity, Alabama, 
died April 13, 2018. A member of Moulton Baptist 
Church, he practiced law in Lawrence County. 

’88 Charles Hudson, age 65, of Knoxville, 
Tennessee, died March 20, 2018. He operated the 
Union Discount Pharmacy and was a member of 
Central Baptist Church in Fountain. He was the 
personal owner of Smokey X, the University of 
Tennessee’s mascot.

’88 Greg Quinn, age 51, of Corinth, Mississippi, 
died Jan. 22, 2018. He was a pharmacist for over 
25 years and was very active with his home 
church, Crosswinds.

’89 Joseph Frederick “Huck” Hunnicutt, age 
58, of Norton, Virginia, died April 15, 2018. He 
served as the research and writing editor for the 

Cumberland Law Review. He served several 
consecutive terms on the city council of Norton 
and served nearly twenty years as its representa-
tive on the CNW Regional Waste Water Treatment 
Authority. He was a member of the Norton Fire 
Department and was active for many years as a 
coach and umpire with the Norton Little League 
program. He was a practicing attorney and partner 
in the Adkins & Hunnicutt Law Firm.

’05, ’09 J. Matthew Wilson, age 34, of Hartselle, 
Alabama, died Feb. 27, 2018. He received his 
business undergraduate, M.B.A. and J.D. from 
Samford University and Cumberland School of 
Law. He was a member of Pi Kappa Phi, Young 
Lawyers Association, board member of Southern 
Research Credit Union and young alumni board 
member.

’06, ’09 Brad Jacob Booth, age 33, of Hoover, 
Alabama, died Nov. 29, 2017. While at Samford, he 
was the starting safety for the Bulldog football 
team. He led students as project director with the 
evangelical organization Campus Outreach. With 
his J.D. and M.B.A., he was a driven litigator for 
Carr Allison Law Firm.

’07, ’11 Joseph John Child, age 72, of Newnan, 
Georgia, died Feb. 7, 2018. After finishing his 
doctorate at Samford, he was a special education 
teacher and assistant golf coach at Newnan High 
School.
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Accounting Program Excellence Fund
in honor of Dr. William Belski
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Slevin, Louisville, KY 

Alumni Association Scholarship
in honor of Class of 1991
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas D. Weston Jr., Montgomery, AL 

John Lee Armstrong Endowed Scholarship
in honor of Dr. Tom Cleveland
Mr. James D. Elrod, Vestavia, AL 

in honor of Mr. Monty Hogewood
Dr. & Mrs. J. Ron Wilson, Oxford, MS 

Arts in Missions Endowed Scholarship
in honor of Mr. Claude H. Rhea III
Raleigh Avenue Baptist Church, Birmingham 

Auchmuty Congregational Leadership Fund
Dr. & Mrs. James A. Auchmuty Jr., Hoover, AL
Dr. & Mrs. Sigurd F. Bryan, Birmingham
First Baptist Roebuck Plaza, Birmingham

Birmingham Baptist Hospital School of Nursing 
Legacy Scholarship
in honor of Ms. Sidney Martin
Dr. Sharron P. Schlosser, Birmingham 

Board of Trustees Annual Scholarship
in honor of Mrs. Marla H. Corts
Mr. & Mrs. Chason H. Wachter, Spanish Fort, AL 

Brock School of Business Excellence Fund
in honor of Dr. William Belski
Mr. Aaron M. Gulley, Oviedo, FL 

in honor of Mr. Alan Register
Mrs. Frances C. Register, Plant City, FL 

C. Otis Brooks Fund for Pastoral Leadership 
Enrichment Endowment
Mr. & Mrs. Michael K. Wilson, Birmingham

in honor of Mr. Michael K. Wilson
Mr. Richard F. Bodenhamer, Vestavia, AL 

Bulldog Club Track & Field
in honor of Mr. Blaise Carie and Mr. Scott Cope
Mr. Daniel C. Hall, San Francisco, CA 

Bulldog Club Women's Basketball Fund
in honor of Mr. Joe W. McDade
Mr. William S. Ringler, Vestavia, AL 

Charles T. Carter Endowed Baptist Chair of Beeson 
Divinity
Mr. Robert M. Akridge, Springville, AL
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen M. Foster, Chelsea, AL
Mr. & Mrs. Donald H. Kilgore, Jasper, AL
Mrs. Inez McCollum, Birmingham

Center for Congregational Resources
in honor of Harper Hayse Wilson
Mr. & Mrs. Michael K. Wilson, Birmingham 

Center for Worship and the Arts
in honor of Dr. Eric L. Mathis
Mr. & Mrs. W. Todd Carlisle, Vestavia, AL 

David and Bonnie Chapman International Student 
Endowed Scholarship
in honor of Chapman/Lawrence Life Group at 
Dawson
Dr. & Mrs. David W. Chapman, Birmingham 

Christian Ministries Fund
in honor of Mr. Claude Rhea
Ms. Barbara W. Shepherd, Birmingham 

in honor of Mr. & Mrs. Randy Pittman
Mr. & Mrs. Dustin Allen, Sterrett, AL 

Robyn Bari Cohen Children's Book Fund
in honor of Dr. Jean A. Box
Mrs. Carolyn P. Cohen, Vestavia, AL 

David Michael Coleman Spanish Study Scholarship
in honor of Drs. Erin & Matt Townsley and Mr. & 
Mrs. Mike Townsley
Mrs. Charlotte L. Coleman, Trussville, AL 

College of Health Sciences Building Fund
in honor of Mrs. Mary Jane Harris
Mr. & Mrs. Mark D. McAdams, Sterrett, AL 

College of Health Sciences Gift Fund
in honor of Mrs. Marla H. Corts
Mr. & Mrs. Chason H. Wachter, Spanish Fort, AL 

Legacy League Cowley MK Endowed Scholarship
Mr. & Mrs. Eric. Bergquist, Vestavia, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. John M. Bergquist, Vestavia, AL 

Dr. & Mrs. Bill Cowley, Vestavia, AL
Dr. David Oladele-Bankole, Jackson, MI 

Phillip and Sandra Crouch Family Endowment and 
Scholarship
Ms. Krista L. Crouch, Asheville, NC 
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Crouch, Asheville, NC 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael & Karen Doucette, Asheville, NC 
Mr. Terrell Fawley, Stafford, VA 

The Cumberland Fund
in honor of Dr. Marty Heslin
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald E. Rabun, Vestavia, AL 

in honor of Kristin Tankersley
Mr. & Mrs. Will Hill Tankersley, Birmingham 

Daniel House Renovations Fund
in honor of Jason Barnes, Scott Ryan Kuckens 
and Roger Williamson
Dr. Clara Gerhardt, Birmingham 

in honor of Dr. & Mrs. Bill Cowley
Mr. & Mrs. John M. Bergquist, Vestavia, AL 

in honor of Dr. J. Roderick Davis and  
Dr. Hugh Floyd
Dr. & Mrs. Geoff Price, Nashville, TN 

in honor of Dr. David Finn
Ms. Logan E. Heim, Hoover, AL 

in honor of Mr. & Mrs. R. William Roland
Mr. & Mrs. Jason W. Roland, Columbia, MO 

in honor of Dr. Jennifer Speights-Binet, Dr. Jason 
Wallace and 2017 Summer I Cohort
Dr. Julie & Mr. Bill Bazemore, Forsyth, GA 

Joseph O. Dean, Jr. Pharmacy Scholarship
Mr. Francois Coutu, Varennes, QC 

Arthur Boyd & Anne Ennis Endowed Scholarship
in honor of Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Ennis
Dr. Arthur B. Ennis, Jr. & Dr. Joanne Rossman, Mountain 

Brook, AL 

Gary and Alta Faye Fenton Student Scholarship
Dr. & Mrs. David W. Chapman, Birmingham
Dr. & Mrs. Gary Fenton, Vestavia, AL
Interior Elements, Ridgeland, MS
Dr. & Mrs. Phil Kimrey, Birmingham 

Samford University expresses gratitude for these gifts in honor or memory of friends, classmates and others that were 
received Nov. 1, 2017–March 31, 2018. For more information, call the Samford University Gift Office at 205-726-2807.

TRIBUTES
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Ms. Sarah F. Mueller, Center Point, AL
Ms. Lenora W. Pate & Mr. Steven A. Brickman, Birmingham 

in honor of Rev. & Mrs.. Scott Bush
Rev. & Mrs. Stanley L. Stepleton, Helena, AL 

Forever Samford Fund: A Solid Foundation
in honor of Dr. Andy Westmoreland
Mr. George R. McNeill, Jr., Prattville, AL 

Forever Samford: Academic Programs
in honor of Samford University  
Executive Committee
Mr. David Lukas, Seattle, WA 

Forever Samford: Places and Spaces
in honor of Dr. Sigurd F. Bryan
Dr. & Mrs. Mike Anderson, Hattiesburg, MS 

Forever Samford: Scholarships
in honor of Mr. Kevin Pughsley
Ms. Lynn D. Hogewood, Birmingham 

Friends of Music
in honor of Mrs. Eleanor Ousley
Mrs. Joanne B. Harwell, Otto, NC 

Friends of Music
in honor of Keats and Anne Rivas
Mrs. J. Russell Harp, Trussville, AL 

Friends of Samford Arts
in honor of Mr. Scott E. Camp
Mr. Philip & Mrs. Shellyn Poole, Hoover, AL 

in honor of Chanse Nelson
Dr. & Mrs. M.C. Hodges, Birmingham 

in honor of Samantha Solberg
Dr. & Mrs. Kirk H. Solberg, Longwood, FL 

Friends of the Academy of the Arts
in honor of Sunny Davenport
Mr. & Mrs. Alan W. Speaker, Mountain Brook, AL 

in honor of Mrs. Connie H. Macon
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Vianey, Vestavia, AL 

Friends of Theatre and Dance
in honor of Samantha Solberg
Dr. & Mrs. Kirk H. Solberg, Longwood, FL 

Friends of Visual Art
in honor of Samantha Solberg
Dr. & Mrs. Kirk H. Solberg, Longwood, FL 

C. Murray & Sybil C. Frizzelle Memorial Scholarship Fund
in honor of Mr. & Mrs. C. Murray Frizzelle, Jr., 
The P. Todd Frizzelle Family, The Brian G. Frizzelle 
Family, Jack & Allison Shaw & Family
Dr. Myralyn F. & Mr. Stephen C. Allgood, Birmingham 

General Scholarship Fund
in honor of Drs. Andy and Jeanna Westmoreland
Mr. & Mrs. J. Bruce Hoven, Jackson, AL 

Ben F. Harrison Theatre Fund
in honor of Justin Lynch
Mr. & Mrs. Matt Lynch, Hoover, AL 

in honor of Mr. Eric Olson
Dr. & Mrs. Joel S. Davis, Hoover, AL 

W. Mike Howell Undergraduate Research 
Assistantship
Dr, & Mrs. Drew Hataway, Homewood, AL
Dr. & Mrs. W. Mike Howell, Birmingham

Human Development and Family Life Education
in honor of Mrs. Caroline Poole Love
Mr. Philip & Mrs. Shellyn Poole, Hoover, AL 

Ida V. Moffett School of Nursing
in honor of Mrs. Terrell Stubbins Halcomb
Mr. W. McCollum Halcomb, Birmingham 

in honor of Laura Holcomb Grills
Mrs. Carol S. Milster, Vestavia Hills, AL 

in honor of Mrs. Anna Brooke Childs Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Stafford B. Childs, Jr., Vestavia, AL 

in honor of Dr. Brenda O'Neal
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Hayes, Missouri City, TX 

IMPACT Fund
in honor of Mr. Isaac M. Cooper, Mr. Jeremy R. 
Towns and Mr. Cameron R. Thomas
Mr. Devyn S. Keith, Huntsville, AL 

Dr. Margaret L. Johnson Endowed Scholarship
Academy Solutions, Florence, SC 
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick F. Allen, Vestavia, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. Reggie Atkinson, Maylene, AL 
Mrs. Kelly M. Bagby, Vestavia, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. C.N. Bailey, Birmingham 
Mrs. Cayce Baker Bogunia, Nashville, TN 
Mr. & Mrs. Carl W. Basden, Starkville, MS 
Mr. & Mrs. Emmett D. Bates IV, Birmingham 
Dr. Heather W. Baty, Hoover, AL 
Ms. Tori Beckham, Birmingham 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel A. Bell, Birmingham 
Ms. Ginger Bendall, Helena, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Blackmon, Montevallo, AL 
Ms. Val Ann Carrier, Vestavia, AL 
Mrs. Jo Cecil, Hoover, AL
The Children's Hospital of Alabama, Birmingham 
Mr. & Mrs. George Cornwell, Anahuac, TX 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert T. Cotton, Tuscaloosa, AL 
Mrs. Rebecca Crow, Alabaster, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. David N. Cutchen, Birmingham 
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Davidson, Hoover, AL 
Ms. Lynn L. Dill, Birmingham 

Mrs. Rebecca C. Donnelly, Hoover, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. Derrell L. Doss, Oxford, MS 
Ms. Janine C. Enstrom, Birmingham 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Marion Eubank, Jr., Bessemer, AL 
Mrs. Vicki Rowland Fowlkes, Oxford, MS 
Mr. & Mrs. Bob M. Frey, Jackson, MS 
Ms. Susan V. Gandy, Hoover, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. David George, Hoover, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. Marlon D. Gullette, Pearl, MS 
Mr. & Mrs. Lance Hale, Evanston, IL 
Lance & Sue Hale, Nashville, TN 
Mr. & Mrs. B. Ray Hardman, Hoover, AL 
Ms. DeAnne Harris, Newton, MS 
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis G. Harrison, Jr., Hoover, AL 
Mrs. Tamara Harrison, Leeds, AL 
Ms. Barbara H. Henderson, Birmingham 
Mrs. Mary Hind, Hoover, AL 
Ms. Lisa Hogan, Helena, AL 
Dr. Betsy B. & Mr. James T. Holloway, Mountain Brook, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. Rickey Hood, Hoover, AL 
Mrs. Kelly Free Jackson, Bessemer, AL
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Jordan, Oxford, MS 
Dean & Mrs. Alan P. Jung, Hoover, AL 
Dr. & Mrs. Howard T. Katz, Madison, MS 
Dr. Gloria D. Kellum, Oxford, MS 
Mr. & Mrs Jerry D. Kendrick, Hoover, AL 
Ms. Betty D. King, New Albany, MS 
Dr. Carol Koch, Hoover, AL 
Mrs. Carol Lott, Birmingham 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Madison, Hoover, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Manning, Jackson, MS 
Mrs. Sharon Marbury, Birmingham 
Mr. & Mrs. Art Marxer, Birmingham 
Mr. & Mrs. Doyle McMullan, Decatur, MS 
Med-Acoustics Inc, Arlington Heights, IL 
Ms. Linda C. Moore, Hoover, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen L. Moore, Birmingham 
Mrs. Georgia W. Murdock, Vestavia, AL 
Dr. Doreen G. Oyadomari, Hoover, AL 
Ms. Cynthia Partlow, Birmingham 
Ms. Elizabeth C. Pittman, Vestavia, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Powell, Hoover, AL 
Mr. Wilmer S. Poynor III, Mountain Brook, AL 
Mrs. Laura S. Promer, Vestavia, AL 
Dr. & Mrs. Ryan D. Rainer, Cedar Bluff, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Redmond, Jr., Hoover, AL 
Ms. Patsy B. Reed, Pelham, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. Randall Reeves, Birmingham 
Ms. Nancy Rentschler, Irondale, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Rice, Hoover, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. John Roberts, Indian Springs, AL 
Mr. Tommie L. Robinson, Jr., Washington, DC 
Dr. Nena F. & Tommy J. Sanders, Calera, AL 
Ms. Lane S. Schmitt, Birmingham 
Mrs. Nell D. Scoggin, Pearl, MS 
Mr. & Mrs. Ted R. Serota, Birmingham 
Mrs. Bettie R. Smith, Olive Branch, MS 
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Spencer, Brandon, MS 
Dr. Margaret R. Springfield, Birmingham 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark C. Sullivan, Hoover, AL 
Ms. Patsy N. Swanson, Birmingham 
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Mr. & Mrs. Edward Taub, Birmingham 
Mr. & Mrs. Russ Thames, Brandon, MS 
Dr. Karen L. Thatcher, Alabaster, AL 
Mr. Jim Tinker, Alabaster, AL 
Ms. Claire M. Tynes, Birmingham 
Mr. & Mrs. Ranny G. Vinson, Harvest, AL 
Mr. Hal T. Wadsworth, Birmingham 
Ms. Allison Whiddon, Pelham, AL 
Ms. Virginia Wilbanks, Mathiston, MS 

in honor of Forrest Allen 
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick F. Allen, Vestavia, AL 

in honor of Ms. Elly Terry
Mrs. Cayce Baker Bogunia, Nashville, TN 

Journalism/Mass Communications Department Fund
in honor of Dr. Laine R. Williams
Mr. Philip & Mrs. Shellyn Poole, Hoover, AL 

D. Jerome King Scholarship
in honor of Dr. Christopher A. King
Mrs. Frances R. King, Birmingham 

Legacy League Scholarship Fund
in honor of Chris Bell
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Landreth Mt. Laurel General Store, 

Birmingham 

in honor of Mrs. Lottie Jacks
Ms. Billie H. Pigford, Lookout Mountain, TN 

Magic City Woodworks Partnership Fund
in honor of members of Alpha Omicron Pi
Ms. Mary Emma Campbell, Vestavia, AL 

in honor of Chloe Champion
Dr. Karen J. Larsen, Birmingham 

in honor of Brach Chilson
Ms. Debora Chilson, Enterprise, AL 

in honor of Class of 1999 Metro College
Mrs. Sonya S. Young, Birmingham 

in honor of Ms. Mica Driggers, Robin Driggers, 
Corrie D. Gossett and Mrs. Jamie D. Holmes
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Driggers, Birmingham 

in honor of Parker Freedman
Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. Freedman, Clearwater, FL 

in honor of Joey Fryar
Ms. Linda Clayton, Chattanooga, TN 

in honor of Alec Hersh
Mrs. Amy Hersh-Brown, Dunedin, FL 

in honor of Ann Mathews Hester
Dr. & Mrs. Roland Hester, IV, Montgomery, AL 

in honor of Seth King
Ms. Mindy Bass, Alabaster, AL 

in honor of Brandon Lawson
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan T. Lawson, Newnan, GA 

in honor of Hannah Moore
Ms. Jennifer L. Moore, Winter Springs, FL 

in honor of Katie Rowe
Mr. & Mrs. Corey E. Rowe, Gallatin, TN 

in honor of Caroline Wood and Kathleen Wood
Mr. & Mrs. Ron A. Wood, Brownsboro, AL 

Mathematics Department Fund
in honor of Dr. Emily Ann Hynds
Mr. & Mrs. W. Todd Carlisle, Vestavia, AL 

Joe W. McDade Endowed Scholarship
Mrs. Jean H. Brooks, Suwanee, GA
Rev. Renny E. Johnson, Darlington, SC

Dr. Ellen McLaughlin Scholarship
Dr. Elizabeth G. Dobbins, Homewood, AL 

McWhorter School of Pharmacy
in honor of Ms. Jordan Graves
Mr. & Mrs. Myron Graves, Memphis, TN 

McWhorter School of Pharmacy Annual Scholarship
in honor of Martin & Jo Anne Thompson
Dr. Paula A. Thompson, Greeley, CO 

Betty H. Miller/Betty Sue Shepherd Piano Scholarship
in honor of Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm K. Miller, Jr.
Mrs. Amanda L. Muir, Arlington, TX 

Martha Myers Memorial Scholarship
in honor of Dr. Grace K. Baird
Dr. & Mrs. Phil Kimrey, Birmingham 

Jeff and Lori Northrup Endowed Music Performance 
Award
in honor of Mr. Stan Davis
Dr. & Mrs. J. Ron Wilson, Oxford, MS 

Maurice Persall Endowed Scholarship
Dr. & Mrs. Morcease J. Beasley, Covington, GA 
Drs. Lisa & Douglas Beckham, Hoover, AL 

Pintlala Baptist Church/Gary P. Burton Scholarship
in honor of Rev. Gary P. Burton
Mr. Joe W. McDade, Montgomery, AL 

Rev. John T. Porter Minority Scholarship
in honor of Dr. Vanessa S. Gray
Ms. Vonterica Davis, Birmingham 

Milburn Price Scholarship
in honor of Mr. Clarence A. Brooks, II
Mrs. Peggy H. Field, Birmingham 

Tea Sam Roe Pharmacy Fund
Ms. Mary K. Chan, Arlington, MA 
Dr. David R. Terrell, Smithville, TN 

Samford Auxiliary Big Oak Ranch Scholarship
in honor of The Croyle Family
Rev. & Mrs. Stanley L. Stepleton, Helena, AL 

Samford Auxiliary Glenn and Frances Slye Scholarship
Rev. Glenn E. Slye, Vestavia, AL

in honor of Rev. Glenn E. Slye
Mr. & Mrs. Doral G. Atkins, Birmingham 

Samford Fund
in honor of Dale S. Curry
Mr. James D. Elrod, Vestavia, AL 

in honor of Emily Durr
Ms. Sara L. Durr, Starkville, MS 

in honor of Dr. Eugene G. Hutchens
Dr. & Mrs. Wayne G. Hutchens, Atlanta, GA 

in honor of Dr. Sara McCarty
Mr. Brock Fogle, White House, TN 

in honor of Ms. Catherine J. Wilson Parrish
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Crook, Murfreesboro, TN 

in honor of Dr. Kristen E. Schmitt and Mrs. 
Whitney G. Rich
Mr. & Mrs. John A. Locke, Louisville, KY 

Samford Parents Endowed Scholarship
in honor of Audrey Blount
Dr. Jodi L. & Mr. Richard P. Blount, Cedar Park, TX 

in honor of Mrs. Thomas Carlisle and Mr. & Mrs. 
Clarence W. Duncan
Mr. & Mrs. W. Todd Carlisle, Vestavia, AL 

in honor of Shelby G. Corder
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart C. Corder, Houston, TX 

in honor of Mr. Todd Yelton, Mr. Jay Yelton and 
Ms. Alyssa Whitehead
Dr. & Mrs. Gary M. Lourie, Atlanta, GA 

Samford University Athletics Hall of Fame Fund
in honor of Mr. Craig Beard
Mr. Craig Sims, Chelsea, AL 

School of Education Excellence Fund
in honor of Dr. Jeanie Ann Box and  
Dr. Betsy Rogers
Mr. & Mrs. Stafford B. Childs, Jr., Vestavia, AL 
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in honor of Mrs. Marla H. Corts
Mr. & Mrs. Chason H. Wachter, Spanish Fort, AL 

in honor of Dr. David Little
Dr. & Mrs. Marvin McMeekin, Taylors, SC 

Jessica Smith Panhellenic Service Award
in honor of Patrick Smith, Ken & Sylvia Smith, 
Burns & Kelly Smith, Suzanne & Kenny Demirjian, 
and Ms. Joan D. Smith
Ms. Virginia S. Moe, Rock Hill, SC 

Byron & Sarah Smith Scholarship
in honor of Dr. Jennifer Whitaker
Mr. Carlos C. Smith, Signal Mountain, TN 

Spiritual Life Missions Fund
in honor of Mrs. Tommie Ann McCormack
Anonymous donor

Sports Marketing Excellence Fund
in honor of Dr. Darin White
Mr. Daniel C. Hall, San Francisco, CA 

Student Affairs Scholarship
in honor of Mrs. Deb McNeal
Dr. & Mrs. Phil Kimrey, Birmingham 

University Fellows Excellence Fund
in honor of Grace Ann Perry
Mrs. Holly S. Hawkins, Atlanta, GA 

University Fellows Program Emergency Student 
Assistance Fund
in honor of Samuel Edwin Bartz
Dr. & Mrs. Michael J. Bartz, Germantown, TN 

in honor of Emily Davidson
Mr. & Mrs. Edward S. Davidson, New Orleans, LA 

Avery White Memorial Scholarship Fund
in honor of Dr. Darin White
Kiwanis Club Birmingham, Birmingham 

G. Allan Yeomans Scholarship Fund
in honor of Communication Studies faculty
Ms. Chandler G. McLarren, Brentwood, TN 

in honor of Mrs. Caroline Kimrey McRee
Dr. & Mrs. Phil Kimrey, Birmingham 

in honor of Class of 2005
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew G. Arthur, Seattle, WA 

in honor of Class of 2009
Mr. Josh Bowers, High Point, NC 

in honor of Class of 2012
Ms. Emily E. Arthur, Marietta, GA 

in honor of Samford University Professors
Ms. Cecilia G. Hinson, Macon, GA

MEMORIALS
Amelia Perry Apperson Samford Auxiliary 
Scholarship
in memory of Gordon W. Apperson
Mrs. Lottie A. Jacks, Vestavia, AL 

John Lee Armstrong Endowed Scholarship
Ms. Sarah F. Mueller, Center Point, AL 

Athletic Facility
in memory of Mr. Dave Belcher
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Slive, Vestavia, AL 

Auchmuty Congregational Leadership Fund
in memory of Jerry Gaddis
First Baptist Roebuck Plaza, Birmingham 

Beeson Divinity School Fund
in memory of Ltc Herschel H. Day
Dr. J. Norfleete Day, Hoover, AL 

in memory of Mrs. Eileen Olive
Mr. Kerry D. Douglas, Bolivar, MO 
Ms. Bobbi K. Matthews, Atlanta, GA 
Mrs. Rose Roweton, Bolivar, MO 

Board of Trustees Annual Scholarship
in memory of Mr. James William Watson
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Stukes, Jasper, AL 

Brock School of Business Bldg-Gift Inc.
in memory of Scotty Bennett
Mrs. Doshia S. Bennett, Birmingham 

Brock School of Business Excellence Fund
in memory of Mr. William A. Boone Jr.
Mrs. A. Alisa Boone, Mountain Brook, AL 

in memory of Dr. Thomas E. Corts
Dr. Jay B. Carson, Dallas, TX 

in memory of Dr. Robert D. Kirkpatrick
Ltc. David R. Rigg, Herndon, VA 

in memory of Mr. John G. Wyatt
Mr. & Mrs. Gary C. Wyatt, Birmingham 

Brock School of Business Wilson Memorial Fund
in memory of Mr. J. Matthew Wilson, Esq.
Mr. & Mrs. Paul G. Aucoin, Hoover, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. Dustin Allen, Sterrett, AL 
Ms. Deborah E. Barnett, Southlake, TX 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis M. Booth, Hartselle, AL 
Brian Barnes, D.M.D., Birmingham 
Ms. Dot Brinkley, Hartselle, AL 

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Clanton, Kannapolis, NC 
Mr. & Mrs. Van Clanton, Simpsonville, SC 
Mr. and Mrs. Taylor Clement, Saint Louis, MO 
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip A. Cooper, Oxford, MS 
Dr. Carol Ann Vaughn Cross & Mr. Jonathan Cross, Birmingham 
Mr. &  Mrs. Mike J. Daush, Memphis, TN 
Dewberry Downs LLC, Vestavia Hills, AL 
Ms. Callie R. Dunaway, Birmingham 
Miss Sherry Echols, Hartselle, AL 
Mr. Lance Felker, Oxford, MS 
Dr. Rosemary M. Fisk & Mr. Howard P. Walthall, Vestavia, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. Clint Flynn & Beth Gasses, Greenville, GA 
Mr. & Mrs. Nicky Foster, Charlottesville, VA 
Mr. James L. Glenn, Danville, AL 
Mr. Bryon Guire, Hartselle, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Guire, Hartselle, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. Larron C. Harper, Birmingham 
Ms. Sabra M. Higginbotham, Monroe, GA 
Ms. Lori B. Hill, Birmingham 
Mr. & Mrs. Monty Hogewood, Birmingham 
Ms. Erika L. Howell, Tuscaloosa, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. Joe P. Howell, Hartselle, AL 
Mrs. Doris A. Jernigan, Hartselle, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Keenum, Hartselle, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph A. Kennedy, Orlando, FL 
Ms. Suzette Matthews, Cleveland, MS 
Mr. & Mrs. Billy McDonald, Pine Grove, LA 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert K. Mehrle, Lambert, MS 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank M. Mitchener Jr., Sumner, MS 
Mrs. Mary D. Morrow, Hartselle, AL 
Mr. Smith Murphey IV, Sumner, MS 
Ms. Charlotte Parks, Columbia, SC 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew R. Patterson, Vestavia, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Peck, Hartselle, AL 
Mr. Philip & Mrs. Shellyn Poole, Hoover, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. Jackson Pyles, Macon, GA 
Shands Sunday School Class, Hartselle, AL 
Rev. Douglass C. Sullivan-Gonzalez, Oxford, MS 
Sumner Presbyterian Church, Sumner, MS 
Ms. Marque A. Templeton, Hartselle, AL 
The University of Mississippi Foundation, Oxford, MS 
Mrs. Janet S. Ware, Sardis, MS 
Mr. Joseph B. Wells, Loveland, OH 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Wilcoxson, Hartselle, AL 
Willeo Baptist Church, Roswell, GA 
Rev. & Mrs. Bruce E. Wilson, Danville, VA 

C. Otis Brooks Fund for Pastoral Leadership 
Enrichment
Mr. & Mrs. Michael K. Wilson, Birmingham 

Cox Scholarship Fund
Ms. Kathy R. Grissom, Tuscaloosa, AL

Trevelyn Grace Campbell Endowed Art Scholarship
Mr. & Mrs. Clay D. Campbell, Birmingham 
Mr. Joseph A. Cory, Helena, AL
Ms. Susan M. Gray, Birmingham
Mr. & Mrs. Louis K. Isaacson, Birmingham
Mr. & Mrs. Robbie Junkins, Alabaster, AL
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Mr. & Mrs. Jimmie Mangum, Hoover, AL
Mr. & Mrs. William Reiser, Birmingham
Mr. & Mrs. Rex Snyder, Birmingham
Mr. Larry D. Thompson, Vestavia, AL

Caitlin Creed Samford Auxiliary Scholarship
Drs. Nancy & Joseph Biggio, Birmingham
Dr. Jean A. Box, Birmingham
Dr. & Mrs. J. Bradley Creed, Buies Creek, NC
Mrs. Katy W. Crowson, Chelsea, AL
Ms. Susan L. Kalinich, Bessemer, AL
Mr. David R. Tucker, Jr., Vestavia, AL

Chi Omega Zeta Zeta Legacy Annual Scholarship
in memory of Mr. Aubrey Lowry
Mrs. Jane W. Calvert, Cullman, AL 

in memory of Bettye Steele & Joseph Edmond 
Watters
Mrs. Jane W. Calvert, Cullman, AL 

Christian Ministries Fund
in memory of Rev. John David Bolton, Sr
Mr. & Mrs. Dustin Allen, Sterrett, AL 
Dr. & Mrs. Gary Fenton, Vestavia, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Haynes, Nashville, TN 
Mr. & Mrs. Phil Leach, Knoxville, TN 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Randy Pittman, Vestavia, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. Lamar Smith, Vestavia, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert T. Trent, Athens, AL 

Robyn Bari Cohen Children's Book Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Goldstein, Mountain Brook, AL 

David Michael Coleman Spanish Study Scholarship
Mr. and Mrs. N. Michael Townsley, Birmingham 

Colonial Dames History Award
in memory of Mrs. Martin M. Baldwin and Mrs. 
Frances B. Whitaker
Mr. & Mrs. Meade Whitaker, Jr., Mountain Brook, AL 

in memory of Mrs. Frank H. Bromberg, Sr and 
Mrs. Mary Waller Wilkinson
Mr. & Mrs. Frank H. Bromberg, Jr., Birmingham 

in memory of Mrs. C.C.J. Carpenter
Ms. Ruth C. Pitts, Birmingham 

in memory of Mary Crawford Meriwether
Ms. Alice M. Bowsher, Birmingham 

in memory of Elizabeth C. Palmer & Natalie P. 
Reynolds
Mr. & Mrs. Charles M. Miller, Birmingham 

in memory of Mrs. Gabriella C. White
Mrs. Mary Lee W. Sullivan, Mountain Brook, AL 

Thomas E. and Marla Haas Corts Fund
Mrs. Marla Corts, Vestavia, AL
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald A. Macon, Anniston, AL 
Mr. William R. Pumphrey, Winchester, KY

George T. Crocker Memorial Endowed Scholarship
Dr. Susan T. Dean, Walton, NY
 
The Cumberland Fund
in memory of Mr. Drew Bentley
Ms. Katie Hilyer, Clanton, AL 

in memory of Margie B. Camp
Mr. & Mrs. John F. Johnston, Jr., Greensboro, AL 
Dr. & Mrs. Phillip H. Merrill, Dothan, AL 

in memory of Judge Alta L. King and Senator 
Tom King
Hon. & Mrs. J. Thomas King, Jr., Rosemary Beach, FL 

in memory of Ms. Belle Stoddard
Dr. Carolyn B. Featheringill, Birmingham 

Daniel House Renovations Fund
in memory of Dr. Thomas E. Corts
Mr. & Mrs. Chason H. Wachter, Spanish Fort, AL 

in memory of Mrs. Christina Mosley Furr
Ms. Britney B. Blalock, Birmingham 
Mrs. Elissa Y. England, Nashville, TN 
Mrs. Caroline Janeway, Birmingham 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronnie Mosley, Fort Worth, TX 
Mrs. Abby H. Newberry, Birmingham 
Ms. Kathryn E. Ormsbee, Lexington, KY 
Mr. Andrew M. Wells, Opelika, AL 

in memory of Mrs. Barbara C. Hunt
Dr. J. Roderick Davis, Birmingham 
Dr. Marlene H. Rikard, Birmingham 

in memory of Helen Hunt 
Mr. & Mrs. Derek Nobs, Suwanee, GA 

in memory of Dr. Chad K. Klauser
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bailey II, Huntsville, AL 
Ms. Gillian Browne, New York, NY 
Mrs. Tina N. Charman, Marietta, GA 
Dr. & Mrs. Brad Clay, Birmingham 
Mrs. Erin L. Colwell, Daniel Island, SC 
Mr. Richard P. Dodd, Cullman, AL 
Ms. Amy E. Dudley, Memphis, TN 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Somerville Evans, Arlington, VA 
Mrs. Kelly Gilliland, Birmingham 
Ms. Meghana Gowda, Richmond, VA 
Mr. & Mrs. Jason D. Holleman, Nashville, TN 
Mr. Harold L. Hunt, Birmingham 
Mr. & Mrs. Ed L. McDonald, Jr., Hoover, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. Derek Nobs, Suwanee, GA 
Mr. & Mrs. Sam G. Patterson, Tupelo, MS 
Mr. & Mrs. David Vincent, Birmingham 

in memory of Christina Simonton
Mrs. Erin L. Colwell, Daniel Island, SC 

in memory of Mr. Avery J. White
Ms. Autumn J. Adams, Chattanooga, TN 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Adams, Garland, TX 
Ms. Meagan J. Baucom, Louisville, KY 
Ms. Regan E. Chewning, Birmingham 
Mr. Brooks Hanrahan, Princeton, NJ 
Ms. Allie T. Haywood, Vestavia Hills, AL 
Ms. Amanda G. Hill, Mountain Brook, AL 
Ms. Analeigh E. Horton, Tuscaloosa, AL 
Ms. Keidel C. Hughes, Birmingham 
Ms. Allison M. Kanne, Garland, TX 
Ms. Laura A. Markham, Kamuela, HI 
Dr. Mary E. McCullough, Hoover, AL 
Ms. Grace M. Miserocchi, Brentwood, TN 
Mr. Michael L. Powell, Ringgold, GA 
Miss Madison N. Schneider, Mountain Brook, AL 
Ms. Liz Simmons, London, England 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Luke Wehner, Indianapolis, IN 

J.B. & Nancy Davis Endowed Scholarship
in memory of Mrs. Willodean Davis Graves
Mr. Roy Graves, Fairhope, AL 

Joseph O. Dean, Jr. Pharmacy Scholarship
in memory of Mr. Bobby P. Short
Mr. Ron Thompson, Daphne, AL 

David Foreman Annual & Endowed Scholarship
Mr. Jonathan J. Jenkins, Suwanee, GA
Dr. Caitlin S. McDonald, Hoover, AL
Mr. & Mrs. Scott K. Randles, Jacksonville, FL 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Vianey, Vestavia, AL

Forever Samford: Academic Programs
in memory of Dr. Bruce W. Atkinson
Mr. & Mrs. Gilmer T. Simmons, Vestavia, AL 

Forever Samford: Scholarships
in memory of Susan Joyner Brooks
Rev. & Mrs. David B. Brooks, Edenton, NC 

in memory of Rev. Joe Crumpler
Mr. Jim Crumpler, Mason, OH 

in memory of Rev. Robert U. Ferguson, Sr.
Dr. Susan F. Bradley, Birmingham 

in memory of Dr. David L. Foreman
Dr. Jay B. Carson, Dallas, TX 

in memory of Mrs. Anna Rogers Keith
Mrs. Lindsay R. Kessler, Hoover, AL 

in memory of Mr. Joe Wingard
Mrs. Debbie R. Johnson, Dadeville, AL 
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Elton and Virginia Franklin Legacy Annual Scholarship
Dr. & Mrs. Michael C. Franklin, Starkville, MS 

Friends of Samford Arts
in memory of Maria Jarman
Mrs. Peggy F. Shores, Ballwin, MO 

in memory of Sarah Anderson Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Heitzke, Boerne, TX 

Friends of the Academy of the Arts
in memory of Mrs. Laura Speaker
Mr. & Mrs. Philip R. Rucker, Indian Springs, AL 

Friends of Theatre and Dance
in memory of Mrs. Barbara Hunt
Dr. Rosemary M. Fisk & Mr. Howard P. Walthall, Vestavia, AL 

C. Murray & Sybil C. Frizzelle Memorial Scholarship 
Fund
Dr. Myralyn F. & Mr. Stephen C. Allgood, Birmingham 

William D. Geer Scholarship
in memory of Mrs. Barbara C. Hunt
Ms. Irene McCombs, Gardendale, AL 

Geoffrey's Special Gift Scholarship Endowment
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gooch, Memphis, TN 

Timothy George Endowed Scholarship for Excellence
in memory of Ann Williamson
Mr. & Mrs. Richard M. Carlisle, Roopville, GA 

Arnold Goldner Annual Theatre Scholarship
Ms. Donna G. Jowers, Vestavia, AL 

Judson James Hart Memorial Mathematics 
Scholarship
in memory of Mrs. Dot Westbrock
Ms. Nora C. Manderson, Birmingham 

Bev Harvey Memorial Scholarship Fund
Ms. Elizabeth Shaw, Chelsea, AL 

Arlene Nash Hayne Leadership Award Endowment
in memory of Marian L. Hayne
Drs. Arlene & Van Hayne Jr., Birmingham 

History Department Fund
in memory of Dr. David Vess
Mr. Anthony P. Underwood, McKinney, TX 

Howard College Class of 1961 Legacy Scholarship
in memory of Mr. James A. Head, Sr.
Mrs. Virginia Head Lavallet, Homewood, AL 

Nita Ivey Memorial Endowed Scholarship
Mrs. Dawn S. Carre & Mr. Benjamin B. Coulter, Vestavia, AL
Mr. Michael C. Ivey, Hoover, AL

Dr. Margaret L. Johnson Endowed Scholarship
in memory of Mrs. Betty Gilliland Thomas
Ms. Ginger Bendall, Helena, AL 

Laverne & Janice Farmer Endowed Scholarship
Mrs. Janice S. Farmer, Pelham, AL 

Legacy League Scholarship Fund
in memory of Mrs. June S. Baggett
Dr. & Mrs. William R. Baggett, Alpharetta, GA 

in memory of Mrs. Lydia L. Smith
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Landreth, Birmingham 

Legacy Scholarship
in memory of Roger Pittman and  
Mrs. Bonnie Powell
Dr. & Mrs. Phil Kimrey, Birmingham 

Aubrey & Wynema Lowry Endowed Scholarship
Dr. Barbara H. Cartledge, Vestavia, AL 
Mrs. Janet E. Dickerson, Atlanta, GA 
Ms. Carole B. King, Cullman, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. Pearson C. Matthews, Homewood, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. Mell Smith, Birmingham 

H. Lindy Martin Endowed Scholarship
in memory of Dr. H. Lindy Martin
Ms. Sarah F. Mueller, Center Point, AL 

Mathematics Department Fund
in memory of Dr. Bruce W. Atkinson
Mr. William S. Ringler, Vestavia, AL 

McWhorter School of Pharmacy
in memory of Mr. Ronald Cope
Ms. Virginia S. Loder, Huntsville, AL 

McWhorter School of Pharmacy Advisory Board 
Endowed Scholarship
in memory of Ann Lyons
Dr. Brenda R. Denson, Birmingham 

Lizette Van Gelder Mitchell Scholarship
in memory of Dr. & Mrs. Samuel J. Mitchell
Dr. & Mrs. C. Ladell Payne, Claremont, CA 

Mother’s Fund Scholarship
in memory of Belva Dozier Owen
Honorable Karon O. Bowdre & Mr. J. Birch Bowdre Jr., 

Birmingham

Kevin Myers Memorial Scholarship for Missions
Mrs. Stephanie Edwards, Trussville, AL 

Nursing Student Emergency Fund
in memory of Mr. Edgar G. Frost
Ms. Carolyn B. Chalkley, Birmingham 

Maurice Persall Endowed Scholarship
in memory of Ms. Samantha Beasley-Davis
Dr. & Mrs. Morcease J. Beasley, Covington, GA 

Julie Averett Phillips Dance Rehearsal Studio, 
Renovation, Maintenance, and Enhancement Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Gary L. Bean, Lawrenceville, GA 
Dr. Robert Lane, Atlanta, GA 
Mr. & Mrs. Adam Pelz, Draper, UT 

in memory of Mr. Lawrence Herman Kilgore
Mr. & Mrs. M. Brent Wadsworth, San Diego, CA 

Piano Camp Workshop
in memory of Mrs. Evelyn M. Ensey and Mr. 
Walter H. Knapp
Ms. Margaret O. Hughes, Birmingham 

Psychology Department Fund
in memory of Gerald J. Rollins
Mrs. Sandra S. Rollins, Panama City Beach, FL 

Religion Department Fund
in memory of Dr. W.T. Edwards
Rev. John Perkins Mount, Hoover, AL 

Samford Fund
in memory of Mr. Wayne Cofield
Mr. & Mrs. Dorsey L. Shannon Jr., Tulsa, OK 

in memory of Dr. Austin Dobbins and Dr. Mabry 
Lunceford
Dr. P. Joe Whitt, Tuscaloosa, AL 

in memory of Mr. Marlin Harris
Mr. Bruce Bannister, Montgomery, AL 

in memory of Mrs. Barbara C. Hunt
Drs. Lee & Catherine Allen, Birmingham 

Samford Parents Endowed Scholarship
in memory of Mr. Thomas Carlisle
Mr. & Mrs. W. Todd Carlisle, Vestavia, AL

in memory of Ms. Helen Swann
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald C. Swann Jr., Montgomery, AL

Nena F. Sanders Doctor of Nursing Practice Scholarship
in memory of Mr. Edgar G. Frost
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick F. Allen, Vestavia, AL 
Dr. Cynthia G. & Mr. Joseph Berry, Birmingham 
Drs. Arlene & Van Hayne Jr., Mountain Brook, AL 
Dr. Jillyn N. & Mr. Ronald K. Pence Jr., Hoover, AL 

John Wiseman Simmons II, Ph.D. Math End.
Dr. John W. Simmons II, Memphis, TN 

Jessica Smith Panhellenic Service Award
in memory of Kara Cummings
Ms. Virginia S. Moe, Rock Hill, SC 

47168_Samford2017-18 SUMMER.indd   48 6/12/18   10:37 AM



samford.edu • 49

Become a part of DeVotie Legacy Society 
by including Samford in your estate planning. 

ESTATE PLANNING: Improving Your Life Today and Helping Others Forever

A longtime Legacy League member recently realized the value of a charitable gift annuity. Her savings 
account was generating insignificant interest. She wanted to increase her income, but needed a 
guaranteed return. But most significantly, she wanted a way to honor a lifelong friend and pay forward the 
generosity she had received.

For Nelldeane Price, the answer was to create a charitable gift annuity. When she established an annuity 
with Samford, Nelldeane gained the security of a fixed monthly income for life. She also received a 
charitable deduction for her donation. Nelldeane now has a stable source of income which is backed by 
the assets of the university. She has the satisfaction of knowing that funds remaining upon her death will 
be used to provide life-changing scholarships through the Lily Glass Woodall Legacy League Scholarship. 

Lily Glass Woodall’s sister, Catherine, was married to Rev. Arthur Hudson Hicks, who was raised at Alabama Baptist Children’s 
Home in Troy, Alabama. Rev. Hicks graduated from Howard College (now Samford University) and served for many years at First 
Baptist Church in Morristown, Tennessee. According to Nelldeane, Lily “always had a soft spot in her heart” for those in need. This 
scholarship honors Lily’s life and is created to help others who, like Hudson Hicks, have experienced challenging circumstances and 
need financial assistance in order to gain a university education.

Nelldeane Price funded her charitable gift annuity from her savings, but many options exist, including the use of highly appreciated assets 
such as stock. In today’s stock market environment, gifts of highly appreciated stock have the additional benefit of avoiding capital gains 
when donated to Samford.

FOREVER SAMFORD

William S. Tynes Annual Scholarship
Ms. Rose Lami-Tynes, Fairhope, AL 

Katherine Victoria (Kavi) Vance Scholarship
in memory of Mrs. Sue S. Vance
Mrs. Ellen N. Banks, Eutaw, AL 
Mrs. Margaret S. Fincher, Eutaw, AL 
Mrs. Joanne H. Higgins, Tuscaloosa, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. Monty Hogewood, Birmingham 
Ms. Mary P. Inge, Eutaw, AL 
Ms. Rebecca Mitchell, Olive Branch, MS 
Mr. & Mrs. Clayton B. Webber, Chattanooga, TN 

Avery White Memorial Scholarship Fund
Dr. Catherine G. & Mr. Jerry Cotney, Hoover, AL 
Mr. Daniel C. Hall, San Francisco, CA 
Kiwanis Club Birmingham, Birmingham 
Dr. & Mrs. Mark Mandabach, Vestavia, AL 
Dr. Matthew J. Mazzei, Hoover, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas McCarty, Birmingham 
Mr. Christopher M. Sherman, Birmingham 

The Jere F. White, Jr. Fellows Program
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen W. Still, Mountain Brook, AL 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel E. Upchurch Jr., Birmingham 

Marvin A. Wilson Memorial Scholarship
Ms. Lauren A. Wilson, Tuscaloosa, AL 

Women in Pharmacy Leadership
in memory of Lilli Mazzara Baldone
Dr. Patricia Baldone Naro & Mr. Philip Naro, Birmingham 

Leslie S. and Lolla W. Wright Scholarship
in memory of Mrs. Barbara C. Hunt
Ms. Irene McCombs, Gardendale, AL 

LaKim Young Endowed Scholarship Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Billy C. Austin, Birmingham 
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Ford, Hoover, AL 
Ms. Valerie H. Merrill, Birmingham 
Ms. Annie L. Sinclair, Birmingham 
Taylor Made Kids Incorporated, Birmingham 
Ms. Anna M. Willis, Birmingham 
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Lily Woodall
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Samford baseball players Troy Dixon, center, and Ayrton Schafer, right, congratulate 
Bulldog Brooks Carlson (14) after his home run against Florida State in the NCAA 
Regional Tournament. Samford won, 7-6. See page 33. 
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